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FOREWORD

On a former occasion, in a public address upon the subiect of
“The Essential Flements in the Economic and Social Develop-
ment of Texas”, I found it appropriate to state the following:

“The greatest resource of Texas is, of course, its
human population. There is one element, hardly suscep-
tible of definition,—(a mixture of the tangible and the
intangible, a compound of many races, a reflection of
the past and present and an aspiration for the future)
that is embraced in the term ‘Texian.' It represents a
courageous, independent, self-reliant attitude toward
life; a strong traditional attachment to the principles of
local self-government; a ferveni loyalty to the sover-
eignty of the state and an accustomed respect for the
state's ownership of the public domain; an intense pride
and confidence in the state and its history; a fealty to
the native land that has a special quality and flavor and
a strong sense of unity that has prevented the division
of Texas into separate states; the spirit of the pioneer
that is all-pervading and that leaves a gentle impress
upon even its most recent arrival, This element must be
preserved and perpetuated, not only for Texas, but as
Texas' most important and distinctive contribution to
the National welfare.”

Based upon an acquaintance of many years, ranging from
early childhood to the present period, (which finds Judge C. V.
Terrell enjoying the quiet, dignified, wise, tolerant, and genial
repose of his 85 years, most of which have been devoted to public
service as the County Attorney of Wise County, County Judge of
Wise County, a member of the Senate of the State of Texas, as
Treasurer of the State of Texas, and as member and Chairman
of the Railroad Commission of Texas), I am convinced that Judge
Terrell’s life and work entitle him to all of the praise implicit
in the term ‘“Texian’’ as above defined. He has always exhibited
a “courageous, independent, self-reliant attitude toward life; a
strong traditional attachment to the principles of lecal self-gov-
ernment; a fervent loyalty to the sovereignty of the state and
an accustomed respect for the state’s ownership of the public
domain; an intense pride and confidence in the state and its his-
tory; a fealty to the native land that has a apecial quality and
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flavor and a strong sense of unity that has prevented the division
of Texas into separate states; the apirit of the pioneer that is
sll-pervading and that leaves a gentle impress upon even its
most recent arrival.

His presence on the scene, the wide range and continuity of
his participation in the events, his keen and appraising percep-
tion and his serene detachment and perspective will undoubtedly
assure that his observations concerning “85 years of Texas” will
be of enduring interest and historical value.

—George A. Hill, Jr.

PREFACL

If one were to ask me why I am writing this book, The Terrells
“85 Years in Texas from Indians to the Atomic Bomb”, I do net
believe 1 could give a good and sufficient reason because there
are o many little things causing me to make the venture and no
one thing—nor detailed collection of reasons—could be given
that would warrant or justify the effort.

There are so few of us in early manhood who pay much atten-
tion to the past and try to preserve events that transpire so that
valuable and important things are lost to the world, especially
during this rustling and selfish day and time, | regret that I do
not know more about my forbears, more of who they were and
what they did, so I could write something interesting and helpful
to my “kith and kin” who may come after me. However, to note
a few of the most important incidents of my life and the things
that occurred during my time might be worth while.

The above fucts coupled with the additional fact that 1 am
anxious to do something to occupy my time in my declining vears
has something to do with my making this venture.

Robert Quillen. our noted columnist, said “Men whose pleasure
and source of pride is in accomplishment, who delight in over-
coming obstacles and building and achieving ; these can never be
content to quit, for their only joy is in doing, and there never is
an end to things to be done--age, wealth, or honors or past
achievements has nothing to do with it. Whether a man discovers
a continent, or paints a masterpiece or builds a bridge, his satis-
faction in accomplishment is brief. Before the cheers stop echo-
ing he is impatient to be at something new and bigger. Life means
a growth, and a man who enjoys growing will not stop until he
doew.”

Then again my lamented friend, Dr. Geo. C. Rankin, used to
say in writing his forceful and brilliant articles for the press in
his fight for Prohibition: “just to keep the record straight.”

I imagine 1 can see u few instances where the record has not
been kept as straight as it should have been, We all on all occa-
sions want a square and a fair deal. We all love the truth, and
abhor falsehood and deception, and 1 always admire one who
faithfully discharges his duty both in public and private life, and
I have always held that one who at all times follows the law,
both of state and nation, is vight. and when he disobeys the law,
he is alwavs wrong.
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In giving incidents and things that have occurred during my
time, most of it will be from memory as | have kept no record
that I can use. Qur memories at best are not accurate and may
not give as correct an account as ! should. But 1 do want to say
that I have no desire to distort any fact but.want to be as exact
and correct as I can. Being a lawyer, 1 have often heard two good
and intelligent witnesses testify to the same fact and their testi-
mony would be as far apart as the south pole is frem the north.
They were both honest and truthful and testified as they saw and
heard it. It shall be my aim in making a statement of facts to try
to fortify it with such proof as may be at my command, especially
if it is in any way controverted or questioned. I am sure my life
has not been of sufficient importance to be recorded in history,
as much as we all would like to live in the minds and hearts of
those who may come after us. There is something in every human
being that urges him to do something that will live after he is
gone. There are many stirring incidents and achievements that
have taken place in this state and nation that should be as
accurately preserved as possible for the use and benefit of man-
kind. During my time embracing more than four score years
more good has been done, more worthy achievements have been
accomplished for the betterment of mankind than hams been in
any like period, and more has been accomplished than in all
history before. The privilege of being permitted to live during
this eventful age is a privilege of which I am both proud and
grateful and certainly thankful, and I do hope recording some of
those great events will be of some interest and help to those
who may chance to read this book. Being so deeply indebted to
my former private secretary, Miss Gene Roehringer of Marshalt,
Texas, but now Mrs. E. H. Lassiter of Henderson, Texas, for
giving me every assistance possible in compiling this book, I can
never be able to repay her. She has kindly typed most all of the
manuscript, made suggestions and important corrections that
were necessary, and above all she was so charitable to me that
she wrote me “that I had greatly improved my spelling”. She
was my secretary for nine years while I was Railroad Commis-
sioner and its Chairman a part of the time. She not only made
me one of the best private secretaries 1 ever had but was so
thorough and kind in looking after my office and doing my work.,
She was unusual in entertaining and contacting those who came
to see me and the Commission on business. All visitors left the
office delighted with the cordial reception given them by her. She
married Hon. E. H. Lassiter of Henderson, then and now a mem-
ber of the Texas Legislature from that county, As Miss Gene
Boehringer’'s father was not living, she asked me to attend her
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wedding in San Antonio at the Episcopal Church and give her
away which 1 did and it was a very beautiful wedding. Since 1
came to Austin in 1921, | have as State Treasurer and Railroad
Commissioner been unusually blessed with most capable and
efficient private secretaries. As Treasurer 1 had Miss Mabe)
Wilks of Hillsboro, Texas, now Mrs. Will Stakords of Corsicana,
and then Miss Mary Jane Logan now the wife of Major Dawson
Duncan who is with the American forces in Rome, Italy. Then as
Commissioner Miss Corine Simpson now Mrs, E. J. Compton, of
Texon, Texas, and then Miss Sue Simpson, a sister of Miss
Corine’s. Miss Bessie Milam married Bob Connelly of Anstin,
Last Mrs. Flmer O'Neal of Greenville, Texas, who is now the
private secretary of Buford Jester, Chairman of the Texas Rail-
road Commission. Fvery one of them were at all times so capable
and so kind to me that 1 owe them a great deal and shall never
cease to love them. I is my belief that an employer should always
try to follow the "Golden Rule” and try to treat his employee
like he would like to be treated were their positions reversed and
he the employee. Of course, sometimes when one is worried, out
of humeor, bad temper will flair up, but when it did, and 1 said or
did things that were harsh and unkind, 1 always tried to smooth
it over as quickly as possible by sincerely apologizing and trying
to correct and soften the mistake 1 made. I read somewhere in the
Book of Books the following: “Let him whe would be great
among you first become servant of all™. It is just as true today
as it was when uttered by our Savior.

My earliest vears were spent in Wise County on the Texas
frontier during the savage and brutal raids of the Kiowa and
Comanche Indians and much of this book will be confined to those
stirring and thrilling events.

Surely no one could justly condemn or blame me for having
a just pride in correctly recording as history some of the many
thrilling and daring Indian fights: and the fact that there were
more men, women, and children, killed and captured and horses
stolen in Wise County by the savages than any other county in
our great state certainly warrants one in making a record and
in preserving those important and daring events,

Then again a county like Wise County and other counties in
that section of the state that have produced so many characters
of note, men and women of great ability, in the various walks of
life, to mention a few of their names and emphasize their deeds
certainly is wholesome and beneficial because it naturally en-
courages those who come after to rise to greater heights and
accomplish more good in this world,

To mention the names of a few of our educators, men of letters
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and our brilliant literary characters from Wise County can do
no harm but should be beneficial: characters like Clarence R.
Wharton, Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, Dr. Lawrence Word, Dr, H.
G. Bennett, Cliff D. Cates, Amos G. Carter, Belle Hunt Shortridge
and Dr. Cora Martin. *

Then in our financial! world such men as Dan Waggoner, his
son, W. T. Waggoner, Wm, H. Hunt, Burk Burnett, the Halsell's,
Glen, Billy, Ed. and Oscar; Harley Portwood, Bill Perrin, Joe
Perkins and Lee Morris.

Then in our official and judicial spheres to call attention to such
men as Tully A. Fuller, Dr. Walter Splawn, Judge J. T. Johnson,
Judge J. W. Patterson, and Judge O. S, Lattimore, Judge W, H.
Bullock, Tom McMurray, Sr., R, E. Carswell, Walter Bovd, John '
J. Terrell, Guinn Williams, Judge Ed Berry, and a host of others
should be inspiring to the youth of this country.

Having always taken a more or less active part in state and
national politics for the past sixty-five vears, 1 may be able to
give a few interesting events that should be preserved, The fact : ;‘”

(AU N RER

that I personally knew every Governor and United States Senator
of Texas since 1874 should enable me to record a few incidents
worthy to be mentioned. There is no state admitted to the Union
since 1846, one hundred years ago, that can claim as great char-
acters as Houston, Reagan, Coke, Hogg, Bailey, Culberson, Gen- .
eral Dwight Eisenhower and Admiral Nimitz, and few states
in this Union, if any, that can boast of such a galaxy of immortals.
1 wish to thank the following friends because 1 am deeply
indebted to them for assisting me in compiling this book, viz: '
Geo. A. Hill, Jr. of Houston, Paul Leeper of Denison, Cliff D.
Cates and Lafayette Ball of Decatur and Mrs. Estelle Hudson,
Worth Ray, C. C. Gillispie and the lamented C. L. Greenwood,
all of Austin

Rh
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of the Trinity River near where Dallas is now located, a distance
of about sixty miles. But when one considers the fact that they
had to care for their wounded and live on wild game berries and
pecans and at the same time shun other warring Indians, they
evidently made the distance in good time.

Unquestionably, those daring soldiers were the first white men
to ever penetrate the headwaters of the Trinity River, and that
section of Texas. From the report of the battle it reveals that
they regarded themselves as the first pioneer explorers of that
part of the state,

Having always taken a keen interest in the early history of
Wise County, its Indian raids and battles with the settlers, and
Rangers, I know none of my people and but few of the earlier
settlers ever heard of this disastrous battle. Several historians
mention the battle as having taken place where Wise County is
now located. John Henry Brown, Cliff D. Cates, Lew Kemp, Sam
Dixon, B. Sowell and several others state that the “Battle of the
Knobs” was fought in Wise County, and no historian locates it
anywhere else. Lieutenant Van Benthuysen, commanding the sol-
diers in the fight, in his two reports, one to General Mirabeau
Bonopart Lamar and the other to the Arkansas Gazette, only
states it was on the headwaters of the Trinity River and about
the thirty-third and one-half degree north latitude. But from
every detail he so graphically gives a careful study of same, no
other conclusion can be had than that this battle took place two
miles northwest of Decatur and the Indians were camped at the
old Isbell Springs about a mile southwest of the battle ground,
where the early settlers of the county used to hold many of their
religious camp meetings. Every little detail and many known
facts surrounding this section so completely fit in that no one
familiar with those details and the physical and historical facts
can question or doubt its accurate location.

I here give Lieutenant Van Benthuysen's report to General
Mirabeau Bonaport Lamar and much of his report to the Arkan-
sas Gazette that was published at the time of the battle, and |
hope those who may be interested will carefully read these
reports, then visit the scene on the ground, and I am sure all will
come to the same conclusion that Cliff Cates, Lafayette Ball and
I have reached, that the “Battle of the Knobs” was fought about
two miles northwest of Decatur. We feel we have definitely

Tocated the historic battle ground that heretofore for one hundred
and eight years has been absolutely unknown and unmarked. It
is my purpose to call it to the attention of the Historical Associa-
tion of Texas, and try to have erected a monument either on the
battle ground or at Decatur, to the memory of those heroic pio-

14

neers and daring patriots, and 1 hope all will read his reports
and visit the scene on the ground,

LIEUT. VAN BENTHUYSEN'S REPORT TO GEN. LAMAR

Lieut. A. B. Benthuyvsen's report of the “Battle of the Knobs”
to Gen. Mirabeau Bonaport Lamar. Papers of M. L. Lamar, volume
1, pages 592-55. Oct. 13, 1837.

I left Fort Smith in company with Captain Eastland, situated
on the waters of little River, Oct. 1. | parted company with Cap-
tain Fastland on the waters of the Colorado. I pursued the trail
of stolen horses in company with Lieut. A. H. Miles and 16 pri-
vates, making in all including myself, 18 persons, On the third
I met a party of Cherokee Indians with powder and lead for
the purpose of exchanging it for horses and mules. This party of
Chcrukgcs were piloted by a party of seven Keachie Indians
When first discovered one of the Keachies was a half mile ir;
advance of his party.

Our men surrounded him and tried to make him surrender, but
h? would not be friendly with us but was in the act of shooting
!.leute}:ant Miles with his rifle when he was killed by our party
By th{s time the Cherckees came up and informed us that tht;
Keachies were their pilots, 1 immediately called off my men from
the pursuit, but told the Cherokees that they could not permit
the hostile Indians with powder and lead to murder the inhabi-
tants on the frontier and if they attempted to go on I would take
their googis away {rom them. They told me they would return
h?me which they did. On Nov. 4, we crossed the forks of the
River Brazos. We still could discover shod tracks, going in the
northeast direction.

On the tenth on the head waters of the Trinity 1 fell in with a
large body of Indians in a moving position toward the southwest
1 first supposed them to be Keachies, but was afterwards informeé
that they were Toweash, Wharcos and a few Keachies and Cad-
do'es. I ot the information from the Shawnees and Delawares.
I judged the Indians to be about 150 strong. And 30 or 60 were
armed with rifles and the balance had bows and arrows.

I stationed my men in g point of timber to defend ourselves
About 3 o'clock the Indians made a charge upon us and com:
pletely sgrrpunded our positions, when they commenced firing
from their rifles upon us, They had fired eight or ten shots before
we returned their fire. There was a continual firing kept up on

both sides unti} about half past four at not more than pistol shet
apart, when we had the good fortune 10 kill their principal chief
when they retreated a short distance and ceased firing. '

[ flattered myself that the action was done. Up to * at time
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we had four men and six horses killed. In about 15 minutes the
savages again advanced and fired the woods on three sides of us.
The fourth side was prairie where their horsemen with bows and
arrows were stationed. Our only alternative was to charge
through those Indians who were armed with rifles in preference
to those who were armed with bows and arrows as we could
not move our horses through the fire. We left them.

About 14 of us charged about 50 Indians and drove them
before us. Six more of my party fell dead. In making the charge,
eight came through alive, but three out of the eight were
wounded. The names of the killed were: The first lieutenant
of Captain Boyer's Company, A. H. Miles, Joseph Cooper, Alex-
ander Bastwick, Dr. William Sanders, Lewis F. Sheuster, William
Nicholson, Jessie Blair, Wesley Nicholson, J. Josslin and James
Christian. The wounded: John Zezel, Robert Fletcher, and J.
Bliss. Those who escaped unhurt were Lieut. A. B. Van B.nthuy-
sen, first lieutenant of Boyers’ Company, James Rice, Felix Mc-
Cluskey, Buchman, Hobson.

Too much praise can not be bestowed upon those brave men
who fell, all them receiving their death shots and died a few min-
utes after being shot. Their cry was “fight on, fight on; you can
whip the Indians.” Mr. Bostwick, after being shot through the
body, loaded and fired his rifle three times and had the fourth
load in his gun when he expired in the act of drawing his ramrod
from his rifle. Young Cooper insisted that we should help him up
and let him fight after receiving a death shot.

After breaking through the Indians we commenced our retreat
on foot. We had just crossed the skirt of timber when we again
came in sight of the Indians. They did not attempt to pursue us,
but stood and looked at us. They had enough of the fight for we
had killed about fifty of their warriors.

On Nov. 20, 10 days after the fight, we arrived at the Eye and
Caddock Village or camp. We first discovered an Indian on the
prairie. We followed him to his village, and when we arrived
there we found the warriors drawn to receive us in a hostile man-
ner. They were all armed with rifles and the squaws had bows
and arrows. I expected nothing else but that we should have to
fight them, but after a good deal of parlying they said our little
party might stay there that night. We then dressed the wounds
of the men and camped in the midst of the hostile camp.

On the 21at we crossed the River Trinity at three forks. That
evening we arrived at the Kiakoppoa Village. They were very
friendly and treated us with the utmost hospitality. They gave
us something to eat, and the next morning two of their young
men went with us to a trail which they told us led to the River
Neches or Sabine,
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On ‘the 27th we arrived at the Sabine, making in all 17 days and
une night we had retreated through an enemy country on foot
without blankets or horses. I left the wounded men at the Sabine
on the 28th, and stuarted for Houston where | arrived on the 8th
day of December, after an absence of six months,

(Signed) A. B. Van Benthuysen, First Lieutenant in Captain
Boyer's Company of Mounted Gunmens:

Arkansas Gazette Iteport of the Battle of the Knobas.

In our number we published a few brief remarks concerning
the recent skirmish with the Indians. We have since met Lieuten-
ant Van Benthuysen, whe has favored us with a more circum-
x!anti.al account. We have often listened with admiration and
a_stumshment 1o the legende; of savage warfare, but with the
single exception of {he celebrated combat of Colonel Bowie with
the Towaccones near San Saha we can call to mind no engagement
characterized by so remarkable a display of heroism as the one
to which the following communication refers, (The first of the
report is almest like the one the Lieutenant made General Lamar
with the following additional).

“1 then kept a northeast course crossing the Drazos at the
forks of same and pissed through a fine mesquite prairie and
very little timber, rather stattered but enough for the consump-
tion of settlers should the country be settled.

On the 10th of November on the headwaters of the Trinity in
the thirty-three and one-half degrees north latitude ] fell in
with a large body of Indians moving toward the southeast, They
had a large tonvoy of horses with them and were accompanieb
by many women and children, We saw them about one half hour
before they made the atlack, from the top of a high mound. I
stood at the top of the mound until I saw about one hundred ﬁf:ty
mount their horses coming toward ys. | then ran down and sta.
tioned my men in a point of timber. The Indians immediately
charged upon us and utlering the most savage yells-They were
led by a Chief who was most splendidly mounted. Our men shot
the forward Chief down. The country on the waters of the Trinity
i handsomely situated, well watered and plenty of timber of large
growth; the prairies abound in game of every; kind. The game is
chiefly bear, deer, antelope and buffalo, | have seen the prairies
blacked with immense herds of buffalo as far as the eye could
extend. I think that this country is the Garden of America and
witl in time be the maost valiable part of Texas.”

A.. B. Van Benthuysen,
First Liewtenant of Mounted Gunmen,
December 23, 1837,
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REPORT OF THE FIGHT BY JOHN HENRY BROWN

1836-1837 Captain Wm. E. Eastland made a campaign to the
head of the Leon and returned down the Colorado. Twenty-two
of his men however, under Lieutenant Van Benthuysen continued
across the country and in Wise County had a bloody fight, in
whieh Lieutenant Miles and eight men were killed and several
wounded. Those who survived escaped on foot and after much
suffering reached the settlement below.

John Henry Brown, History of Texas, Volume 11, page 129.

Since the engagement on the head watera of the Trinity River
the hostile Indians kept at a respectful distance from the fron-
tier. We learned from a run-a-way slave who was with the Indians
at the skirmish that forty of their best warriors fell on the field
and a large number taken away dangerously wounded. This is a
severe loss for them as it amounts to more than one-fourth of the
effective force of combined tribes of the Macoes and Towaceanies.
The unfortunate Miles and his associates therefore have not
fallen in vain since their blood has purchased for the frontiers
an immunity from the evils of savage warfare.

Telegram Texas Register, February 3, 1938, page 2, col. 4.

November 10, 1837, An account of the expedition of Captain
Lynch, Eastland. The fight at the “Knobs” with the Indians, the
death of Lieutenant Miles. Sowells Ranger and Pioneers. Page 41.

THE BLOODY BATTLE OF THE KNOBS
By C. V. Terrell

Reasons why the celebrated “Battle of the Knobs” was fought
two miles northwest of Decatur and not elsewhere,

Firat Lieutenant A. B. Van Benthuysen, who commanded the
soldiers in the fight reports to General Mirabeau Bonopart Lamar
to the Arkansas Gazette that the battle took place on the head-
waters of the Trinity River and about thirty-three and one-half
degrees north latitude. This location is in that described terri-
tory.

Second. He states that section of the country abounded in much
large growth timber, consisting of hickory and oak, and no sec-
tion of our state at an early day contained more fine timber than
was in Wise County on West Fork, Sandy Creek or Catlet and on
Denton Creek. The timber was so large and fine that in 1866 the
federal government built and ran a sawmill at a place on Sandy
Creek near where Alvord is located, known as the Government
saw mill, and the federal government stationed a company of
cavalry soldiers there for several years. That mill sawed the jum-
per that beilt Fort Richardson at Jacksbore and much of the
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lumber at Forts Belknap and Griffin and Buffalo Springs. That
mill sawed the lumber that built the second bridge across the
West Fork at eld Bridgeport and much of the lumber that built
many of the houses and barns of the settlers, before then they
were built of logs and chinked and covered with split boards.

Curlo Ball erected a saw mill a mile and & half northeast of
Decalur on Catlet Creek and since there has been many saw mills
all over the country. My father had cut and split rails to fence
over a hundred acres of land at the forks of Denton and Catlet
Creeks and as a Loy | helped haul the rails out of the bottom and
many of those big bure oak trees were six to eight feet through.

Third. The lieutenant also emphasized the fact that that zec-
tion where the fight took place abounded in much wild game,
deer, antelope, bear and buffalo. The earliest settlers of Wise
County all reported that no country excelled Wise County in wild
game,

In 1864 my father and Uncle Jacob Kellman killed & very large
panther on Denton Creek. I recall Heck Miller telling about killing
a bear on Cedar hollow on Sweet Water Creek. When the county
was first settled in 1851 the prairies were covered with carcases,
heuds and bones of wild buffalo. The Indiang always knew how
and where to hunt wild game and they always camped in a place
most accessible to the game, because they almost exclusively
lived on wild game, and that explains why they camped at the
Old Tsbell Springs.

It was so accessible to the game that ran on West Fork, Sandy,
Catlet and Denton Creeks, and the prairie chickens, antelope and
butfalo that roamed the grand prairie east of the upper or west-
ern cross-timbers,

Fourth. The early historiang record the fact that in 1843 a
celebrated conference between commissioners appointed by Presi-
dent Sam Houston and 11 tribes of Indians was held in Wise
County, and from my knowledge of the country, I am almost sure
it was held either at Isbell Springs or Cold Springs two miles
northeast of Decatur, because they sent couriers out from the
conference to the 11 tribes that were camped in or near that
section hunting. ’

Fifth. The lieutenant in command states that they erossed the
Birazos River at the forks of the Brazos which is west and slightly
south from Decatur. and they traveled northeast and ran upon a
large bunch of Indians, with many of their women and children,
“who were traveling in a southeast divection.” He also says he
passed through a mesquite country, not much timber.

This must have been in Youny, Archer and Clay Counties. | do
not understand that he meant they really encountered the In-
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dians, but followed their trail going southeast until he first saw
them just before the fight. The Indians were evidently going
southeast from the Wichita Mountains to this country where
there were so much game, and had just camped at Isbell Springs.

Sixth. He also states that that section was “pleasing to the
eye”; and Yvery handsomely situated”; and that it was undoubt-
edly the “Garden of America.” All historians that 1 know any-
thing about are unanimous in praise of the beautiful country,
egpecially North Tarrant, Weat Denton, South Cooke, and East
Wise Counties.

B. B. Paddock, Cliff Cates, Hillroy Bedford, Sergeant McCon-
nell, B. Sowell and others are profuse in their praise of its ex-
quisite beauty before the hand of man marred and changed its
loveliness. 1 well remember, and can never forget, the rolling
prairies covered with Indian blankets, blue bonnets, verbenas,
golden rods and other lovely flowers, with green trees on the
stresms of clear running water, winding their way to the West
Fork and Trinity Rivers.

I herc guctc from the history of Wise County by Cliff D, Cates.
“That the natural beauty of that uninhabited domain attracted
all beholders is also reflected in the remarks of the second visitor,
who spoke as follows:

“When I crossed Dienton Creek and emerged from the timbers
and gradually ascended the general rise out upon the wide spread-
ing prairies, my eyes beheld & scene of splendor such as nature
only can produce in such lavishness, A perfect wilderness of
flowera swaying in the soft breeze as though keeping time to the
music of the larks and the tribes of feathered songsters whose
notes made the balmy air redolent with sweet music. It was a
scene to entrance the artist or charm, the enthusiast as he looked
upon the beautiful cutpouring of nature’'s God.”

The traveler states that “he grew so enraptured in contempla-
ting the scene that he became oblivious of the danger of Indians
which threatened him.”

And 1 can understand why Lieutenant Benthuysen and all of
those historians, were so charmed with the country. Al this of
course does not prove conclugively that the “Battle of the Knobs”
was fought two miles northwest of Decatur, but it does prove
that the description of the country by the commanding officer
completely describes the country adjacent to Decatur through
which they retreated.

Seventh, The battle is known as the *Battle of the Knobs” and
must have taken its name from some knobs at or near the battle
ground. There are three knobs west and northwest of a skirt
of timber about three hundred yards wide. The lieutenant says
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he rede up on a high point and saw the Indians in the distance
with women and childrven, evidently in their camp, and saw the
warriors mount horses to attack them,

He ran down to where his men were and ordered them to re-
treat to a skirt of timber, obviously fer better protection to
sustain the attack, and the battle was fought immediately facing
these knobs about one hundred vards from the timber. During
all that terrer of the desperate struggle in front of the knobs,
one can easily see how {he knoby vividly impressed them and
caused them to call it the “Battle of the Knobs™. There is a high
ridge or backbone, running from near Fort Worth, northwest
through Decatur, upon which the Fort Worth and Denver rail-
road runs and the Winnipeg or 81 Highway, the ridge extends
on northwest to Denton Creek in the northern part of Wise
County. This high ridge is unbroken and about three or four
hundred feet higher than the western cross timbers that borders
the ridge on the west,

This prairvie ridge at many places are high hills jutting out
toward the timber and form high hills or knobs, many of them
from the west look like rock houses, the name the Indians gave
the knobs. There are five high knobs on hills in and around
Decatur. One where the public square is located which is the
highest point within (fty or sixty miles,

One directly west, {wo south and one where the Decatur Bap-
tist College is located and the other directly east of it and one
upon which the Dan Waggoner residence, an old land mark, is
built east of the public square, all these before the town was
built, from a distance had the appearance of large knobs. Then
there are two or three, two and a half miles northwest of Decatur
that approached from the west or northwest look like large knobs
or rock houses, one about one half mile west of these three knobs
and the skirt of timber, where the battle took place, upon one
of them Charley Jones was buried.

So that these knobs with the three near the skirt of timber
evidently caused the battle to be known as the “Battle of the
Knobs.”

The Isbell Springs, located in the eastern edge of the upper or
western cross timbers and adjoining the open Isbell Valley except
on the south there was a beautiful grove of cak, elm and pecan
trees where the Indians more than likely were eamped, and where
the early settlers of the county used to gather and hold their
reunions, political gatherings and religious camp meetings.

These noted springs are about one mile southwest of the three
knobs and this skirt ot timber with the high ridge in between,
The lieutenant rode up on this high ridge overlooking the valley
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by the springs where he saw the Indians camped. He ran his
horse down northeast to where his men were and withdrew them
back northeast to this skirt of timber for better protection to
sustain the impending attack of the Indians.

Ninth. The lieutenant states that finally the savages sur.
rounded them and set the timber grass on fire around them on
their east, but not on the west where the Indians with bows and
" arrows were stationed on the prairie. After four of the soldiers
- had been killed and six horses the soldiers decided to charge them
and break through the grass fire and the ranks of Indians who
mostly were armed with rifles.

In that charge they succeeded but lost six more men. They
passed on through this skirt of timber and entered the prairie on
higher ground about three hundred yards, locked back and saw

the Indians over on the hill acress the timber caring for their

dead and wounded warriors.

The soldiers expected them to renew their attack, but they

evidently had also sustained such a tremendous loss they too had
enough of the bitter contest. The Indians were camped southwes!
of the battle ground and the main warrior force with bows and
arrows were west of the soldiers, and in order to escape the
soldiers were forced to charge them on the east and escape an-
nihilation.

So the five not wounded had to care for the three wownded
and make their escape on foot. 1 am almost sure they traveled
down Catlet Creek and then down Denton Creek to the three forks
of the Trinity near Dallas.

Tenth. In the thirty-three and one half degrees norih latitude
there are no knoba where the trouble could have taken place
except two miles northwest of Decatur. On west of that Jatitude
it is timber for thirty miles and east prairie, the grand praivie
with streams of water but no knobs, with skirts of timber neur
and none surrounded with timber on three sides like that at the
Badger home.

Every detail of Lieutenant Van Benthuysen’s reports made at
the time coincides with and completely describes this hatile
ground. There is no other place that in a remote way does. So
that one can not carefully read those reports of the battle and
view the scene on the ground and not come to the definite conclu-
sion that Cliff Cales, Fayette Ball and I came to, that that unfor.
tunate and disastrous “Battle of the Knobs" between the soldiers
of the Republic of Texas under President Sam Houston as Com-
mander in Chief and the savage Indians took place two miles
northwest from where Decatur is now located.

There is no other place on the head waters of the Trinity Niver
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and near the thirty-three and one-half degrees north latitude
that has any of the natural objects or monuments of any kind
mentioned in Lieutenant Van Benthuysen, who commanded the
eighteen soldiers, reports of the fight made just after the battle
in 1837, and therefore, could not have taken place any where ex-
cept two miles northwest of Decatur. This ground near the old
Tsbell Springs has every natural object and monument described
and mentioned by the liewtenant, and must have been where ten
daring and hersic patriotls of the Ilepublic of Texas in the dis-
charge of duty laid down their lives for us. Their biood has
enriched the soil, and their dust made sacred the grounds where
one hundred and eight vears ago patriots and heroes died. Their
spirits still ride on and as Father Ryan said of the dead Con-
federate soldiers “On fames eternal camping ground their gilent
tents are spread and glory guards with solemn round the bivouac
of the dead.”

CELLEBRATED PEACE CONFERENCE HELD IN 1843
IN WISE COUNTY NEAR DECATUR

President Sam louston, having lived with the Indians, was
more familiar with them and understood them better than any
other man in the llepublic of Texas; desired to bring about a
general cessation of hostilities by the Indians and began work
for a Treaty of Peace with all the warring tribes. He selected and
appointed Caplain Joseph C. Eldridge, a man of education, ex-
perience, courage and of the highest order of integrity as his
commissioner of Indian affairs. The Chiefs of several of the
smaller tribes visited the President, among them were several
Delawares nearly civilized and he decided to use those leaders in
his affairs for peace. However, he finally decided to commission
Captain Eldridge for the important and hazardous mission to go
and hold conferencex with all the warring tribes, and arrange for
a meeting August the Loth at Birds Fort between them and his
two commissioners, Geo. W, Terrell and E. B. Tarrant. Captain
Ildridge was to be accompanied by two or three white men of
approved character and together with the Delawares, Eldridge
vagerly applied to hiz voung and bosom friend, Hamilton Bee, to
accompany him. Hamilton Bee was the son of Colonel Benard
Io. Bee. He also selected Thomas Torrey, an Indian Agent and
three Delawares Jim Shaw. John Conner and Jim Second Eye to
assist him. Late in March, 1843, the party left Washington,
Texas. They had guides and interpreters, hunters, helpers and
traders. They also took for delivery to their own people two
Comanche children about 12 years old, a girl named Maria and
a boy, Wm. Dorkley, captured at San Antonio in 1840, and two

23



The Terrells

young Waco women prisoners but these were placed in charge
of Acoquash, the Waco Chief who went with them.

Captain Eldridge’s instructions were to visit as many of the
wild tribes as possible, and the head Chief of the Comanches and
to invite them all to attend a grand council to be held at Bird's
Fort on the north side of West Fork of the Trinity River about
twenty miles west of Dallas, August the 10th. At a point above
the three forks of the Trinity, in Wise County, the expedition
halted for a few days and sent out Delaware’s messengers to
invite any tribes found to visit them. Delegations from eleven
tribes came along they being Wacoans, Anadorcos, Tow-e-Ashes,
Caddos, Keechis, Tehuacanos, Delawares, Bedias, Boluxies, Iones,
and one or two others. It consisted of a large assemblage. The
deliberations were solemnly opened by embracing, smoking, and
a wordy exchange of civities, and the conference lasted several
days. Captain Eldridge told them he was the mouth piece of the
President, and spoke his words, but Jim Shaw said it was a lie,
but the other two conveyed the language to all, and the eleven
tribes present agreed to attend the conference of Birds Fort and
sign Treaties of Peace. But they were unable to find any of the
Comanche Chiefs. At this unexpected turn Captain Eldridge
sent for Jose Maria the noted Chief of the Anadorses, who had
been severely wounded in his victorious fight with the whites,
in Bryant's defeat near Marlin in January, 1839, to escort Jim
Shaw back to the settlements. He agreed but the next day while
packing, Shaw sent word to Captain Eldridge he had changed his
mind and would go on with him. They then moved on to the
Wichita Village at or near Fort Sill. They then went westerly in
search of the Comanches. It was now in June and all their pro-
visions were exhausted. Game was plentiful, and they carried
an abundance of cooked meat on their pack mules. Finally, Pay-
hayuco arrived being the great Comanche Chief.

The two women and children were turned over to the Wacoans
and Comanches. The girl named Maria began to cry and scream.
She did not want to go with them, but one of the Chiefs took her
in his arms and carried her away. It was so pathetic. All the
men had to shed tears in sympathy for the child. The boy went
willingly and began to talk their language mixed with a little
English he had learned while a captive.

After they had held a conference, no whites present, they, the
whites, left the matter with the Delawares. A Choctaw negro
who understood but little Comanche told them the council was
discussing murdering all of them. The Delawares denied this
but a Delaware hunter told them the Comanches were going to
kit them. General Bee said ‘next came into our tenls, our dear
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friend Acoquash, where we three white men were sitting, betray-
ing the mosi intense feeling, shaking all over and great tears
rolling from his eyes, and ax best he could told us that we would
soon be put to death.” le =aid he pleaded with them but to no
avail, but that he would die with them. Acoquash returned to
the council Captain Ildridge, Colonel Bee and Torrey. Each had
two pistols and they decided to kill one Indian each and then turn
and kill themselves, and save being tortured by them. All night
long they waited their fate, but next morning the Delawares
rushed in exclaiming saved! saved!

The appeal of Chiel Acoquash converted Payhayuco and he in
turn convinced the olher chiefs on the side of mercy.

In a loud voice Chief Pavhayuco proclaimed that the whites
were under his protection and must not at the peril of their lives
he hurt. No doubt Lut that the pleading of Chief Acoquash of the
Wacoans saved the lives of the entire expedition and the return
of the two children contributed to convincing the Comanches
of their friendly intentions.

September 29th, 1843, after a delay of several weeks, Captain
Eldridge returned to Dirds Fort and met the two commissioners
selected by President Houston to sign the treaty for him who
were watching for news from them but had about decided that
they had all been massacred by the Indians. Al the tribes met
at Birds Fort on September 29th, and signed the celebrated treaty
with Geo. W. Terrell and E. I}. Tarrant, Commissioners, which
was perhaps the most noted treaty of peace ever made between
Texas and the worryving Indians, It was faithfully lived up to
until near the beginning of the Civil War. That celebrated con-
ference with Captain Eldridge, Hamilton Bee and others held in
Wise County with eleven tribes of savage Indians; that great
treaty signed at Bird's Fort, and the sacrifices made by Captain
Eldridge, Bee and others meant more to the white settlers of
Texas than perhaps anv treaty ever made in our state. It un-
doubtedly saved the lives of more white people and more Indians
than anvthing done by the Republic of Texas, and as a partial
reward for that service the legislature of Texas named Tarrant
County for . B Farrant, one of the two commissioners who
signed thal great Treaty of Peace for General Sam Houston,
President of the Texas Itepublic.

Knowing Wise County as 1 do, I am confident this celebrated
peace conference with the Chiefs of eleven tribes of Indians was
held somewhere in Wise County, at some of the fine springs of
fine water near Decatur. Either the Isbhell Springs, one and one-
half miles northwest of Decatur, the Cold Springs one mife north-
cust, or Sand Hill Springs, three miles south of Decatur or Sweet
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Water Creek that had as fine running spring water as any stream
in the county, was the scene of the conference. Those springs
are on a direct line from Birds Fort to the Wichita Mountains
in the Indian Territory, now Oklahoma. There is a high ridge,
the back bone of the prairie, just east of the upper cross timbers
which is three or four hundred feet higher than the timber sec-
tion. Had they traveled west of the ridge they would have had to
travel in the brush and dense timber with no crossings on any of
the creeks that run into the West Fork of the Trinity River.
Along this prairie ridge that extends from near Fort Worth to
about ten miles north of Decatur there are no streams to cross
but plenty of water for use as well as good grass for their horses.

They. evidently made the same route that the settlers have
always travelled and they now travel by the Fort Worth and
Denver Railroad and Highway 81 known as the Winnipeg route.
That section surrounding Decatur at an early day has always
been celebrated as the finest wild game country in this state or
any other state. The eleven tribes must have been camped at or
near these fine springs, killing and hunting game upon which they
‘lived. They knew where the most game was located and they
knew how to kill it. Couriers were sent out from where Caplain
Eldridge held this conference to these Indian tribes camped near
there. I am convinced, that this noted conference was held in the
immediate vicinity of Decatur, Texas. Of course, it is only a
guess, no one knows nor ever will know because history gives no
clue, except it was in Wise County. Nevertheless, it was a noted
and important conference and finally culminated in the celebrated
peace treaty signed at Birds Fort, by Geo. W. Terrell and E. B.
Tarrant, Commissioners of the Republic of ‘Texas, and the chiefs
of twelve tribes of Indians.

THE BUTTERFIELD AND THE OVERLAND STAGE LINES

There has been and still is much discussion and uncertainty
as to just where the old and noted Butterfield Stage Line ran and
especially where it did run in passing through Wise County,
Texas. As I was born in 1861 and the stage line ran before the
Civil War, I have no personal knowledge or recollection of it, but
I have made considerable research about it and its historv and
its service, and [ feel that what I may write about it might be
of some help in fixing its important location,

Congress in 1857 passed an act establishing an overiand mail
service between a point on the Mississippi River and San Fran-
cisco, California and the contract was awarded to John Butter-
field, G. Fargo, and others. They were to furnish a semi-weekly
mail service and receive $6,000.00 annually for four years.
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The route first ran through Little Hock, Arkansas, southwest
to Preston on Red River, to Fort Concho, near where San Angelo
is now located and on west to the Pacific Coast. Tt first passed
through Gainesville, Texas, and entered Wise County on the
northern line of the county somewhere near where Pella is
situated, then on to where Old Bridgeport was located and crossed
the west fork of the Trinity River, on an old wooden bridge, then
on to Jacksboro and an West, That old bridge at Old Bridgeport
in Wise County was buill in 1860 by William H. Hunt and others
and was a toll bridge. Colonel Hunt lived on Cactus Hill in Wise
County west of West Fork and in order to get to Decatur. the
countly site, and to and from his market, he had to cross the
West Fork and during high water the river would often get out
of banks and cover the entire’bottom and for days be too high to
cross, so he and othar citizens interested, erected this old bridge
out of large logs. They split some of them and turned the flat
sides up for the floor of the bridge. 1 find in the old records of
the Secretary of State's ollice in Austin the record of an act
passed by the Legislature of Texas, February 10, 1860, charter-
ing n company known us “The West Fork biridge Company.” The
charter members were: Wm. 1. Hunt, Pierce Woodward, Syl
vanus Reed, Daniel Howell, A. E. Allen, and A. Bishap. The last
three resided at Decatur. The act authorized them to build a toll
bridge across West Fork of the Trinily River at or near a point
where Village Creek empties into the river. The aet also provided
that it could not charge a greater fee than the following:

Less than 4 yoke of oxen and more than 1 yoke. ... 50 cents
1 Yoke of oxen . .. U USROS 25 cents
Loaded wagons of {1 or more mules or horses 75 cents
2 Mules or lorses e B0 cents
Unloaded Wagons . TSR 25 cents
One on horseback ... . . .. ... 10 cents

Loose horses or cattle driven across the bridge, each 5 cents

The original Butterfield Stage Line running from Gainesville,
Texas to Fort Concho could not have made the trip without cross-
ing the West Fork of the Trinity River and to try to do so without
crossing on a bridge would have been hazardous and almost
impossible because no stage or other conveyance could cross
that stream for sometimes two weeks during high water. This old
bridge was the first and only bridge on West Fork north and west
of Fort Worth, and 1 rather believe west of Dallas, so it stands
to reason thail this stage line crossed the river there on that
bridge, and 1 also surmise that the contract made with the
Federal Government by John Dutterfield and others had much to

.
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do with Col. Hunt and his associates in building the bridge,
because four fixed trips a week would be quite an inducement
to him, coupled with other travel and their own requirements,

I recall that in 1872 and later we used to “freight” with both
mule and ox teams from Decatur to Dallas and Fort Worth and
we crossed the Elm Fork of the Trinity at Eagle Ford Crossing,
No bridge was there then, and we crossed the West Fork at Fort
Worth at an old ford crossing north of the town about where the
Fort Worth & Denver Railroad bridge now crosses the river,
near the mouth of Marine Creek, and there were no brid ges across
West Fork above that point that I ever saw or heard of. In fact,
at that time and on up to about 1876 practically all the travel
from the east to the west north of Dallas came through Decatur,
crossed West Fork at Bridgeport on to Jacksbore, Graham, and
Forts Belknap and Griffin, and on west to the coast.

As there was no highway or road of any kind running from
the northern part of Wise County southwest to Bridgeport, I am
confident this old Butterfield Stage Line ran through Decatur,
the county site and on west. ] have a copy of the census of Wise
County made in 1860 by the Federal Government and it records
two Wise County citizens giving their occupation as stage drivers,
viz: Sam Medlin and James Doyle, both natives of New York
State. The Butterfield was then the only stage line running in
that part of the state, and probably the only one in the state,
and those two stage drivers must have been driving those stages.
As their homes were in Wise County, and 1 am sure Decatur,
they must have lived somewhere along the stage line and where
the stages stopped, either overnight, or to eat or change their
teams and change drivers. From the Wise County line on the
north to Bridgeport and on to Jacksboro, there was no town nor
place suitable for such stops of the stages except Decatur, and
I am sure the stages ran through Decatur, made their stops,
there changed their teams as did the old overland governmen'
stages & few years later on, in the late sixties and early seventies,
If the Butterfield Stages did not run through Wise County,
evidently those two stage drivers would have lived in some other
county where the stages stopped and would have so given their
residences, ’ )

In the seventies the Federal Government built a telegraph line
running from the east through Sherman, Texas, through Deca-
tur, Jacksboro, Fort Griffin, and Fort Belknap on west to the
Pacific, along a highway where the old Government Overland
Stages ran. During the Civil War the old Butterfield Stage Line
was discontinued. In the spring of 1866 North Texas had the
heaviest flood of water in all history before or since and what-
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ever was left of that old toll Hunt Bridge was evidently washed
away at that time.

As a kid, I recall my father and Uncle Jacob Kellam on Denton
Creek chinked up a very large cottonwood horse trough and put
it in the flood waters on our field and gathered up as many rails
that were being washed away as they could. The flood also cov-
ered up our well of water in the edge of the field under some
large pecan and elm trees. They put me in the improvised boat
and with paddles took me on one of their trips collecting up the
rails.

Sergeant H. H. McConnell in his history of “Five Years a
Cavalryman on the Frontiers of Texas" gives a very interesting
account of the soldiers helping build the old Fort Richardson at
Juacksboro and helping build a bridge across West Fork of the
Trinity River. As that crossing at Bridgeport was the only direct
route from the markets to Jacksboro and Fort Griffin and Fort
Belknap where the soldiers could get supplies, I am sure that
was where they helped build the bridge. There has never been
any other bridge built during those times across West Fork
except at Bridgeport.

CHIff D, Cates in his splendid history of Wise County also gives
a very fine and interesting account of Capt. John M. Hale and
others building a new bridge where the old Hunt toll bridge was
located, and states that the soldiers from Jacksboro assisted in
celebrating the important event when it was completed. I remem-
ber that in the latter part of the sixties or early part of the
seventies the Federal Government Luilt a saw mill on Sandy
Creek some five or =ix miles from the bridge and stationed a
company of soldiers there. The mill sawed hard or native Jumber
and I am confident the timber was for use in building that second
bridge across West Fork and for houses and sheds at Fort
Richardson and the two forts in Young and Throckmorton Coun-
ties. If that timber they sawed was not for that use, I cannot
imagine why the Federal Government would have fooled with it.
My father had a store at the Government Mills and sold goods
to the settlers and the soldiers stationed there. From the above
stated facts, it is clear to me that the old Butterfield and Over-
land Stage Lines ran through Decatur on west through Bridge-
port, Jackshoro, and on o the Pacific Coast.

After we moved to Decatur from Denton Creek in 1867, 1
distinctly remember seeing the old Overland Stages pass through
Decatur. They changed their teams at Horton’s Livery Stable and
ate at his hotel on the northeast corner of the public square of
Decatur. They came west from Sherman through Pilot Point,
Holivar, changed their mules at Brandon’s, near Allison, and
went on west through Bridgeport.
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The Southwestern Historical Quarterly Vol. 29, written by
Eugene Barker and Herbert E. Bolton, who are recognized his-
torians, states that the Butterfield State Line ran from St. Louis
to San Francisco in 1859 and 1860, and passed through Young,
Jack, Wise, Denton and Grayson Counties, and crossed Red River
at Colbert’s Ferry, and also states, that it changed its teams as
follows: Jacksboro to Earheart, sixteen miles to Davidson,
twenty-four miles to Gainesville, seventeen miles to Diamonds,
fifteen miles to Sherman and on to Colbert’s Ferry, The Earheart
home was on the east side of West Fork in Wise County, and just
above and north of where old Bridgeport was located and where
the first bridge was built in 1860. But being raised in Decatur 1
never heard of Davidsons and knew no one by that name ever
lived there. At an early day there was a lawyer by that name in
Decatur but he was a bachelor and had no family and was not
connected with the stage line. The complete census of Wisz
County taken in 1860 has no Davidsons in it. But as stated before
there were two stage drivers living in Decatur, who were from
New York State, and I am sure John Butterfield, who alse resided
in New York, brought them out to Wise County to drive his
stages. It is possible that the word Davidson is a typographical
error and should be Decatur. The distances above given added
only makes about eighty-five miles from Jacksboro to Sherman
when as a matter of fact over the route given by Gainesville is
at least one hundred fifty miles. This same Southwestern His.
torical Association have erected a granite monument about three-
fourths of a mile northwest of Decatur noting where the Butter-
field Stages ran, which definitely locates the route at Decatur.
This volume also states that the noted stage line bought one
hundred Concord stages, one thousand horses, five hundred
mules, employed seven hundred fifty men, one hundred fifty
drivers, and charged $100.00 fare for a distance of a little less
than three thousand miles. This volume also gives a very inter-
esting account of a wager made at a festival in New York be-
tween John Butterfield and Captain Harrison of the Great Fastern
Ship Line where they bet $100,000.00 that the Captain could run
his vessel from New York around South America and on to San
Francisco hefore Butterfield could run his stages from St. Louis
to San Francisco. Great preparations were made by both parties.
Butterfield spent $150,000.00 improving and shortening his line
and bought many more Texas mules. The time was set, the race
run, and the Texas mules won by several hours. They made the
trip in twenty.three days and four hours. The President of the
United States wired Butterfield congratulations on his victory.
I am almost sure that they rushed up the building of this old
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bridge al Bridgeport for this race and also shartened the route
from Sherman to Jackshoro by running through Pilot Point,
jolivar, Brandons Mound to Decatur and on to dacksboro, mak-
ing the distance about one hundred miles. The war came on and
on March 12, 1861, the stage line ceased its runs and John Butter.
field passed entirely out of the picture. As above stated, after
the war in the late sixties, another stage line was run known as
the Government Overlund Stage Line and it ran over the same
route. Sherman, Pilot Point, Bolivar, Brandon Mound and Deca-
tur. It is my thought that this line was owned by Wells Fargo
Company. However, the telegraph line was built over the same
route from St Louis to San Frabeisco and it was run and owned
by the Federal Government. 1. J. Carr of New Haven, Connecticut
had charge of the office first at Decatur and then at Jacksboro
as a messenger and belonged to the Government's gignal service.
He was transferred to San Antonio and was promoted to a Colonel
during World War | and passed away at San Antonio only a few
years ago, I well remember the Government Overland Stages.

They drove real wild mules and in hitching them to the stage
a man would have to hold each team until the stage driver in the
seat holding the checks or lines gave the word toe “turn them
loose.” They would start in a run and run for perhaps a mile
or so and then settle down to a fast trot. Later on this stage
line was changed and ran through Denton, and we boys had an
“old swimming hole” about two miles from town near the Denton
and Decatur road, and when the frame for the trunks on the rear
of the stages was emply, we would slip up and get on it and ride
out to near the old swimming hole. The stage driver would always
have a long whip with which he could reach the lead team and
he knew how to use it. Sometimes when they found that we boys
were stealing a ride, they would with one lash of their whip
make us fall off the rear of that stage like turtles off a log in an
old tank, and too often spoil our pleasant ride on the stage. In
attending our movies and watching the thrilling scenes of the
West, | yvet enjoy thuse daring acts where they drive with “break-
neck™ speed and apparent utter abandon. It brings back memories
of vesterday that can never return.

For more than two score yveurs the old stage lines filled one
important gap in our transportation in this country’s history
that connected the old covered wagon with the advent of the
vailroads. It was a natural evolution of transportation of mail
express and passengers that aided materially in the wonderful
development of the west during those dangerous and pioneer
times, Those far sighted, aggressive and daring pioneers did
more than their share in making this country what it is. They
had to face all kinds of peril and hardships, bad weather, rough
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and bad roads and sometimes no roads at all, as well as keep a
never ending vigil both day and night for bandits and Indians.

C. D. Cates, one ?f Wise County’s early pioneers, stated that -

on one occasion one of the overland stages came into Decatur
from the West with several Indian arrows sticking in the side
and rear of the stage. Evidently the Indians were on foot and
riding their Indian ponies and had not stolen horses that could
out run the stage horses, and the driver out ran them and saved
his life and that of the passengers on his stage. On another
occasion he said some General of the United States army came
through on the stage and he had with him a Spanish boy about
ten or twelve years old that attracted the attention of the.people
along the route. It is my guess that this General was General
Phil Sheardon who at one time was stationed at Fort Richardson
at Jacksboro. This fort cost the Government $800,000 and was
at one time the largest fort in the United States, and many of the
famous Generals of the Civil War were from time to time sta-

tioned there.
THE FAMOUS CHISHOLM COW TRAIL

Much has been written and many animated discussions have
been had over the name of the person from whom the celebrated
Chisholm Cow Trail took its name. Whether it was named for the
Cherokee halfbreed Indian, Jesse Chisholm, who lived across Red
River in the Indian Territory and assisted the trail drivers with
their herds of cattle through the Territory, or for John Chisum,
who owned a home and ranch west of Bolivar in Denton County
and where the trail drivers used to camp at noon and at nights
and bed their cattle and receive from him all the courtesies and
asgistance so noted among old-time Texas cowmen. But since 1
was too young to have any independent knowledge about those
questions, anything I might write would be entirely hearsay and
therefore, of little value in solving the controversy,

There are no monuments, markers, nor any kind of historical
facts, that I know of, that with any degree of certainty locates
where this famous cow trail once ran between Fort Worth, Texas
and Red River, From my personal knowledge and other conclu-
sive facts, the route of this trail can now be definitely located,

. and I believe before it is too late for the benefit of those now
living and those to come after us, those important facts should
be chronicled and for that primary purpose, this chapter is being
written.

C. R. Wharton in his able history of Texas states that the
first herd of cattle driven from Southwest Texas to the Kansas
cattle market passed through "‘Cleburne, Fort Worth, on north

32

Just west of Elizabethlown, Denton, and Pilot Point on to Sh
ETT;'H?‘d lie(quéiver" and they probably crossed the R(i)\?eroat C?}?
ert’s Ferry. This statement of Wharten's is ,
c?rrect as that would have been the direct l1:;1(11 ;r:til:;?'r?)gi‘mflte;y
Fort Wnrgh tfa Sherman, Texas. Any route west of thereew;fl;g
huave c;trr:gd it through a less thinly settled section and w Id
have been far more dangerous from attucks by the Indian ?Fh
route th:*f:ugh Shermin was at least over fifty miles east of s.h ‘
Jesse Chisholm lived and many miles cast of th(; Jo}!n C;‘:’_ o
ranch, and I very much doubt if any of those trail driver isuhm
d;'ﬂ_ve caltle over that route ever suw or heard of eith " Jesse
Chisholm or John Chisum. of either Jesse
Wharton alse:‘slates in his history that later on the cow trail
was moved SIX or cight miles west of Decatur Texas. This, ]
equally sure, is incorrect and js a t}'peg:‘aphic;\l m:roz: and s:h a;::
have been “east™ instead of “west” of Decatur, for the foll i
good and valid reasons, viz.: ' ¢ rotowing
“"!st.'i lived (hj:r‘ug most of that time in Decatur and had it been
" o, : . ’ v N M
v s‘,meull-:.;-'_"m ent b would have known about it or heard of it
2nd. 1 know of my own nersonal knowledge thai there was
wagon voad or crossings on the streams in that section at th':t)
time wh?re a trail for large herds of cattle could have travelled
l‘g:},"mlltr\?;‘iﬂ'\' a‘ll the wav it was timber and brush and mosé
:.-;c]!fute:'-r::i;:.mt impossible, to have driven herds of cattle over
.uh,. Cow men driving especially their first herds of cattle over
a trail usually send & man horseback to select the wav and ﬁed
w;\te_r fnr the cattle, and the herd of caltle soon learn to foll .
and it is absolutely unreasonable for & cow man {o have sel (tm('i,
sqch a burdensome trail, when to the east of Decatur wm; ):c'q
with clear running watered streams to water their cattle : dmt:e
he:jt grazia:g for cattle anywhere to be found in Te\"aq o °
Sth. My father lived from 1854 (0 1867 on I)entr);a é;eek bout
tl'm hundred vards west of the Denton and Wise Count 'al'ml
E"mm 1866 fo about 1878 the regular travelled cow trail) fme-
Fort Worth north to lled River Station and Sivells Bend o ;'?r:;
River passed aboul one hundred vards east of ;»u} hc;mn ‘ed
crossed Denton Creek going north about three hundred e‘ mf]!
northeast of owr house al an old Witgan crossing on thé( o %
line between Denton and Wise Counties, During each « ".'COU‘nt.\
summer 1 have seen them drive so many herds (;f cﬁil mtg agd
Kansas market by our house thit the caf(le beat lh(*"t"ct 3 3 o
to the ground in paths at least one hindred vards -ﬁiw‘ih'hthcwn
During the heavy rains whenever Denton Creek \n.m‘h! ;;el'?uuf[c?t:

iew
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banks with water, the herds of cattle would clog up on the prairie
south of our home until you could see cattle, real Longhorns, as
far as the eye could reach. That crossing on Denton Creek is still
known and called the *“Trail Crossing.” This route is a direct
and the nearest route from Fort Worth to Red River Station and
Sivells Bend. There was then a crossing on Elizabeth Creek and
one on Oliver Creek just east and below the old Blue or Elmore
Allen hole of water that was about a mile long. These wagon
crossings, as well as those on Denton and Clear Creek, had but
little timber and were natural crossings for experienced cow men
to drive their herds of cattle. Just south of our home about a
mile Zebulon King settled and built his home on a branch where
there was a spring of cold water from which he secured water for
his family use as well as for his stock. The trail drivers would
often camp there, bed their cattle, and get water out of this
spring for cooking. I remember having had recently several con-
versations with my lamented friend, Captain J. A. Brooks, of
Falfurrias, Texas, an old trail driver and famous Captain of a
Texas Ranger Company, and for whom Brooks County was
named. He told me about a time when he was a boy and helped
drive a herd of cattle to Kansas over the Chisholm Cow Trail.
They camped about ten miles east of Decatur, and the boss sent
him on horseback to Decatur for a few groceries they needed.
He also related some very interesting ineidents of his stay in
Decatur and his return to the camp. He said that after he had
bought his groceries and tied them on his saddle in a sack, he
got a little too much “Tangle foot” liquor under his belt, and as
he got on his horse to leave, the City Marshal started to arrest
him, when the merchant from whom he bought hix grocevies
interceded in his behalf. I am almost certain that thiz merchant
was Uncle Charley Cates. Captain Brooks said this good man
insisted that the Marsha! should let him go on to his camp with
the groceries they so badly needed. Finally, the Marshal agreed
and he rode out of town. Soon he went to sleep on his horse about
two miles from town; his horse stopped. He awoke and his horse
was drinking out of a barrel of water which a settler was hauling
on a one-horse sled. | am almost sure this settler was Neni Heb-
son who lived two miles east of Decatur. The good Samaritan took
him to his house, put him to bed, looked after his horse and
groceries. When_they awoke him next morning, the good house-
wife had cooked a fine breakfast, hot biscuits, butter, coffee, and
country-fried ham with red gravy, Upon leaving he asked the
man what his charges were. His reply was, “Not one cent. Just

don't drink anymore.”
Captain Brooks was elected County Judge of Brooks County
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::'}};:: }:Z :tl;-e(ilrg}?'"imd and t;e!d it for about thirty years, and
» N1s s0n was elected and now holds that i
office. I was in the State S ks County woy ant
' senate when Brooks County w
g:x.zed and we pamed the county for him because ofyhisa:otc:;
s ; ice as C)a;)tam of a Texas Ranger Company
Boﬁigtan{ t;’rq%ks f!lSD stated that he ran a horse race west of
banditr Ev; pt;;iﬁmﬂiiasl? b;fo:le Bass became a noted desperado and
it. "0oks lived in Collin Coun
to IW:sa County and then to Southwest 'I‘exatsy first, then moved
et ﬁeﬁbmi hngo l\;!-:er; l:get;our;ti;ep west of that Chisholm Trail
et \ : ' e Indians ceased their d i
raids, this trail was moved we o Wites
: st of Fort Worth th h Wi
ger County, making it a much sh om & oo
¥, s ter route fr So
Texas, and it crossed Red B th e Corest
, 83 dver at the famous Doan’ i
Every year the peo i o ot ping.
ple of that section hold i !
Crossing and it has been m § o have attenden o
$ ¥ good pleasure to have attend
gri ;i::ed(:]f( Et?:;se h_appy gatherings of people. They have ee:e:t‘:g
arge : posing monument to the mem f
trail drivers near this crossin i i Taas anose early
: ssing. It is built of Te i
bears the curved names any i ious grqmte s
orirs the ci % of many of the old illustrious trail drivers
I know of no marker or m
_ onument on the old Chisholm
;rl::;lg;)ei:xfen' Ff)rt Vi:orth and Red River, but surely it EEO(:;
storic importance for us to commemorat
of those gallant frontiersmen wh ateriatly pemory
: 8 o helped so materiall bui
and shape this stale to erect a sui S their mon
e suitable monument to their
ﬁu .t.omewhere along that famous Chisholm Cow Trail: :t!:sim!
Cn:::tof E!m mn}:‘e ap;;:‘«apriate place than on the Denton an'd Wise
ounty hine where the present beautiful state hi )
from Denton to Decatur cross : o e
from Deut ur crosses that old and famous Chisholm
. I\early'alf U.ze old trail drivers who drove cattle over the Chis-
1i?vlirgcf;“;; Tr‘nixirlhave passed on. Only a very few, if any, are now
. The old Texas cow men are fast vanishi ’ '
will be with us “no more forever.” h o 5 %o nd they soon
: er.” They were a noble
;mc; atlhfe‘arlﬁ:s people, and we have and will lose much 'waheg:“t?::;.
¢ eir hike are gone. We are wisel i i i
‘ ke a : sely preserving thei
?ee}(]l.s on{fht r«c-{een. in song, and story. Who of usgdoes ::o}:emg
o hear Gene Autry, Tex Ritter, Roy Ro
; ‘ \ gers, and
sing Lhose old cmv.buy songs and re-enact on the (:xtc}:ganm?;s
scenes of yes:eti'(ia:\l'.’ Is there any among us who ever saw thos:
cow men il trail drivers in their cow ca
v i mps who
become :;mm.xize!d and grow vounger when hé) sees thd:e;or::i):
sereen of an oid cow camp with the glowin
coffee pot, and the old chuck wagon soginvitiigﬁ’re. Duteh oven,

o
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Chapter 11

THE TERRELLS

The Terrell name is an old English name. It was originally
spelled Tyrell, and one of the early Tyrells was knighted in the
Crusade Wars under Richard Cour de Leon. At an early date
from tradition one of the Tyrells accidentally killed a tyrannical
king of England, thinking he was a deer while the King wax
walking in the park. The name getting in some disrepute, was
changed to Terrell or Terrill and it is now spelled in both wayx
by their descendants in this country,

In the sixteenth century three Terrell brothers came from
England to America and settled in Virginia. When thev left
England for America, the land of opportunity and freedom, thex
received their father’s blessings and he gave to one a pair of
silver shoe buckles, to another a pair of knee buckles, and to the
third a pair of silver suspender buckles with the solemn admeoni-
tion that at each of their deaths, these heirlooms should in turn
be handed down from one generation to another through the
oldest son.

My father, Samuel Lafayette Terrell, inherited the pair of
silver suspender buckles and they at the death of our father,
passed on down to his oldest son, Lafayette Phillomen Terrell,
and from him down to his oldest son, John Hale Terrell, who
passed away at Wichita Falls, Texas in 1938, and they vet remain
in the hands of his wife, he not having any male heir to inherit
them. These old treasured relics should be turned over to some
of the male Terrells or should be placed for safekeeping in a
Texas museum or some other safe place for such valuable old
family treasures. They are of no intrinsic value but to one.who
has pride in his ancestors, they should be of great value.

My grandfather, Lafayette Phillomen Terrell, moved from
Virginia to Georgia at an early day and raised his family there,
and probably from that family Robert Terrell was both Governor
and United States Senator from that state when he passed away,
Later on my grandfather moved with his family to Alabama
and then to Mississippi where my father was born and reared.

The father of Samuel Lafayette Terrell was Phillomen Terrell
and he married Margaret Ratcliff and lived in Adams County,
Mississippi, and moved to Louisiana,
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The following were born to that union Phi
and Margaret Ratcliff, viz.: Illizabeth Ann T:Z'rel?“g:g::lca'r;;;?
lope Terrell, who married Geo. W. Marler; .Iohn'Terreil James
Terrell, Margaret Terrell, Aseneth Terrell, who married’f!fhgmn
B_gg\wvnﬁe!(f_;f!;()m Nlinois; Elizabeth Ann Terrell who married
Peter Le Feive; Samue] Lafa%'ett,e Terrell, who was born in
?dq;n’scciagnt{‘ Misxissippi, on November , 1829, and married
u;ﬁ::{‘ tir;:e, erine Kellam and Pauline Terrell who lived only a
My father gave to me a bill of sale to a colored boy by the name
of Ja'ick. who was about twelve vears old. It is written with pen
anl m!« on ordinary legal size paper and is well preserved. It \?':;s
made in 1808 in Georgia from my greatgrandfather to iﬁis son
my gmndfalher, The consideration was $100, it being a bill of’
sale in legal form to a human being. 1 keep it' a8 an old archive
Falso hold a sword, belt and scabbard that Senator Tem Ea.
Houston wore when he was officer of the day and led the procga-»
sion oh the Avenue when the State Capitol was dedicated in
1838, 1 was a First Lieutenant of the Decatur Rifles, member
of the State Guards at Decatur, and my close fi‘fe'ﬁal and law
rzartner, Tully A, Fuller, was a member of the Legislature
Senator Temple Houston was State Senator from Mobeta‘ Texas;
and he and Tully A, Fuller were roommates, The Senatar’needed
a sword angd beill, and Fuller wrote me asking me to send mine
to hm_1 which [ did and it was used as above stated. I also wore
it during the railroad strike in 1886 in Fort Worth during Gover.
nor Ireland’s administration when [ commanded a company thl;
Decatur Riflex, during that strike, It is my intention to tu;'n it
over to the pv1§versit}' of Texas museum for safe keeping.
"nghe inseription on th':: Terrell Coat-of-Arms is in French:
Dals puer, sans reproche,” whi 5 Wi ‘
oans buer, E‘ep!‘oalch." hich translated means Without
Judge A, W. Terrell was a very brilliant and able statesman
was author of the Terrell Election Law, and also author of the'
law t‘hat built the present State Capitol and the law creatin
the Texas Raitroad Commission. Ile made the speech dedicating
the Sta'te Capitol builkling in 18%8, When | served in the Statg
Senate in 1897 and 1899, he often came into the Senate Cha;rlher
and tgxiked to me for hours, nuarrating interesting events of his
experience and gave me much sound advice that I highly appre
ciated and followed as best I could and profited much from 't_
.'iml;:e ’Fm-r:il had u’ family tree and said we were third ceuqinis‘
am sare he was the author of e 3 i . .
than any other statesmun, ' more wholesome s in Texas
Governor Hoggr told this story on Judge A. ! Ter i
Judge Tervell was a very able, lvm'nedkand 2’}33:‘1‘(:::;91;;;8\1?:3
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one of the most brilliant minds of anyone in Texas. Five or six
of them went fishing down on the Cos.st, camped out and had a
splendid time. He said they were seining for fish and drew qué
the bone of the head of a very large fish. Judge"l‘erre!i.carnf:
it to their camp and proceeded to make a very interesting dis-
course on the head of the fish. He gmd it was t'hg head of an
amphibious prehistoric animal that lived many millions of years
ago but was now entirely extinct and he gave the name of the
animal.

i found
The Governor said he stepped off dowp the beach and
an old Mexican fisherman and brought him up to thg camp and
took this large head and asked the Mexican vcfhat it was. 'i‘hs
Mexican replied, “It is the head of a large porpoise or sea Hogg.

General M. M. Crane told me this story on Judge Terrell. They
both served in the Texas Legislature togethgr and were instru-
mental in writing and passing the law c;eatmg the Texas Rail-
road Commission and were very close friends and very ctoge to
Governor Hogg. He said that when Jud‘gﬁ Terrell was appointed
by President Grover Cleveland, as Minister to Turkey, someone
gave the President a copy of a poem that’ Judge Terrell h.ac.i writ.
ten when people were intensely excn‘ted just after thfe mel Wa'r
commending and eulogizing John Wilkes Booth for k:l!{ng Presi-
dent Lincoln. The poem was anonymeous, ‘but the Pre_sadent was
informed that Judge Terrell had written it. The President, after
Judge Terrell had been appointed and confirmed by tpe Senate,
asked him on his way to Europe to come by Wash:ngton for
instructions and he wanted to talk with him. He went m.to the
White House, met the President, and in.the course of t_helll" con-
versation, the President showed him this poem and said, “They
tell me you wrote it.” Judge Terrell read it very ca}'efuliy, gave
it back to the President, and only remarked,"'Yﬁs, it has gotten
so they will charge a man with mo_st gn;\’rthmg. The President
replied, “Yes, 1 knew you didn’t write it.

Genera! Lee's surrender, Judge Terrell, 4 major in the Con-
fe«ﬁt:"scy, like nearly all the leaders it} the South thought that
President Davis, Lee, and all the main QOnfederates wo_u!‘d‘be
executed by the North. So he fled to Mexico on a :pule, joining
Maximilian’s forces—I understand he was one of his generals—
but when Spain refused to help Maximilian, Judge Terrell saw 139
would likely lose his life and fled back to Texas and settled in
Austin. ) ]

The Terrells were prominent in the early pioneer development
of Texas as well as later on in our State. Ggo. W. Terrell, who
was from Kentucky was one of the leading pioneer statesmen of
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the Republic of Texas. He was appointed by President Sam Hous-
ton as one of two Indian Commissioners to obtain a peace treaty
with the warring tribes of the Indians that were giving the set-
tlers so much trouble. Geo. W. Terrell was also elected Attorney
General of the Ilepublic of Texas and was also appointed Am-
bassador to the Court of St. James by the President of the Re-
public of Texas, but unfortunately he died when only 42 vears
of age, thus ending his short though brilliant career.

Chester Terrell of San Antonio was an unusually brilliant
young man and was elected and served one term as Speaker of
the House of Representatives, but he too passed away in early
manhood, depriving our State of his able services. Geo. B. Ter-
rell of Alto, Cherokee County, Texas, served a number of terms
in the Texas House of Representatives, was Commissioner of
Agriculture a number of vears and served one term as Congress-
man at Large from Texas. He also had a brother, H, B. Terrell,
who was State Senator for several terms and he and his son, Sam
Houston Terrell, each was Comptroller of the State for a number
of years. Turner Terrell also served in the Legislature two terms.

Jim Terrell of Texarkana, Texas, also served in the State
Senate. At one time there r r in th at nat

of Texas, Jim, H. B. and C. V. Terrell, and at the same time Geo.
B. Terrell, was a member of the House.

W. O. Terrell, also served prior to that time, as a member of

ihe Texas Senule, he was from Terrell, Texas, and later San

Antonio.

Judge Ben Terrell was an eminent Jurist of Fort Worth, Texas,
being District Judge there for many years up to his passing.

John J. Terrell, my brother, served Texas as its Land Com-
missioner for six years.

Joe Terrell, of Fort Worth, was an able attorney, and wrote
a very interesting book of that city and north Texas. He also had
a son, John Terrell, that was County Judge of Tarrant County
and served as United States Marshal of the Northern District of
Texas. Joe Terrell and Judge A. W, Terrell were brothers.

Judge Den Terrell of Seguin, Texas was an able lawyer and
one of the great debators in Texas during the bitter contests
between Democracy and the Greenback and Populist parties. He
was one of the leaders of the two latter parties, made many
speeches in the South and in the North for General Weaver,
candidate for President o¢n the Greenback ticket.

Judge Robert Terrell of San Antonio, Texas, has presided over

the District Court for a number of years. He is a fine judge and
as pood a man as he is a judge.
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Mr. and Mrs. Sam Moody, first settlers and first house in Wise County

BIRTH AND EARLY LIFE

1 was born May 2, 1861, in the extreme eastern part of Wise
County, Texax about two ﬁundra yards from the Denton County
fihe. My Iather, Samuel Lafayette Terrell, was born in Adams
County, Mississippi, in which county he lived until he moved with
hiz widowed mother to Pulaski County, Arkansas. His father
moved to Alabama and lived for sometime in Mims Fort for pro-
tection from the Indians. The Commander of the fort became
careless and often left the large swinging gates leading into the
fort open. My grandfather thought it very unsafe to do so and
protested to the Commander, but they declined to change the
conditions, and he and his family moved to Adams County,
Mississippi for better protection. Within only a few weeks after
his moving, the Indians in daylight, while the gates were open,
attacked the fort through the gates and the dead and wounded
soon clogged the entrance and it was too late to close them. All
the people—men, women, and children, except 14 who slipped
out, were massacred and the fort burned to the ground.
In 1852 my father married my mother, Emily Catherine Kel-
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lam, at Cane Hill, Arkansas, They moved to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana where he taught a grammar school and was overseer
on & plantation worked by colored siaves. They lived there for
about a year and then in 1853 moved to Upshur County, Texas,
Sulphur Creek near Dripping Springs. In the fall of 1854 they
and my uncle, Jacob P. Kellam, my mother's brother, moved
to Wise County and bought for one dollar an acre the Comstock
claim or headright on Denton Creek. Uncle Sam Woody, who
was the first settler of Wise County, told me that he was sure that
my father and uncle Jake Kellam were the second settlers of the
county, he being the first.

My mother’s people came from Scotland at an early day and
settled in-South Caralina. Her father, Smith Kellam, was a first
cousin of the famous South Carolina statesman, John C. Calhoun,
and her mother was Jane Pyeatt.

In the early part of the nineteenth century her father moved
to Little Rock, Arkansas and helped survey the town and helped
build the first house built in that beautiful city. My mother was
born in Little Rock and when about seven years old, her father
and mother died and were buried in the Little Rock cemetery.
My mother had two uncles, by marriage, living at Cane Hill,
Arkansas, one a Preshyterian minister, Peter Carnahan, and the
other Dr. Preston Carnahan, Professor of Mathematics and
President of the old Cane Hill College that later on was merged
into the Arkansas University at Fayetteville. Each of them
married Pyeatt girls who were Aunts of my mother, Upon the
death of .my mother's parents she and all her small brothers and
sisters, viz: James, John, Jacob, and Isaac were carried to Cane
Hill, Arkansas and were raised by their Uncles by marriage,
Peter and Preston Carnahan. The children owned some little

East side public square of Decatur, Texas
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estate and one of them was appointed guardian and handled the
property until the children became of age.

Later on when the People’s Party become active, Dr. Peter
Carnahan was the nominee of that party for Governor or Arkan-
saR _but fa:legi of election. My mother was a strong Secessionist
during the Civil War. She had four brothers who volunteered and
fough.t fou'r years for the South, one of whom, James Kellam,
was killed in the battle of Jenkins Ferry and one, Isaack Kellam,
died after the war from hardships suffered while in the service.
The othgr two were John and Jacob Kellam. My mother was very
much disgusted at her Uncle’s taking sides against the Demo-
cratic Party.

My father and Uncle Jacob Kellam built a one-roomed log
house located in the bend of Denton.Creek facing a beautiful
open valley to the south, It first had no floor and only a quilt
for a door. It had a rock chimney where all the heating and cook-
ing were done. In this house | was born, as well as five other
children, namely, Lalayetie Philemon, John James, Linda Belle,
.-Jaceb Preston, and Mary Flizabeth. The four others were born
in {)ecatur, Texas, where we moved for protection from the
Indians in 1867, Their names were: Fannie Ida, Lillie Rowena,
Laura Emma, and William Eugene. Lafayette P. Terrell, now
deceased, first married Carrie Hale, one son from that union
John Hale, after his wife's death he married Emmer Watson:
from that marriage they had a daughter and a son, Drexell and
James. John James Terrell married Jennie Saunders, and they
had one son and two daughters, Otis Oscar and Myrtle and Jennie
Jewell. Linda‘ Belle Terrell married Lucian Renshaw and to them
were born six boys and four daughters: Lafayette, Samuel
John James, Bascomb, Horrace and Ralph, Eula, Allie, Bessie anci
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Lutie. Charles Vernon Terrell married Etta May, two sons Tully |

Vernon and John Preston and a foster daughter Margaret Ter-
rell Tacob Preston Terrell, now deceased, first married Sallie
Lanier, their only child, a girl, Gladys, after his wife's death Ite
married Sallie Phillips; from that union they had two boys, Pres-
ton and Marion and a gir! Louise. Mary Elizabeth Terrell mar-
ried Steve A. Lillard, and they had four boys and one girl,
Warren, Terrell, Steven A. Zack, and Mary. Fannie lda, now
decensed, married Walter Cooper, they had a boy and a girl,
William and Margaret. Lillie Rowena Terrell, deceased, married
Dr. D. H. Payne, and they had two boys and a girl, Paul, Wm.
Terrell and Ruth. Emily Catherine Terrell deceased, married J.
Foster Lillard, and they have only one daughter, Emily Cath-
erine. William Eugene Terrell married May Lillard and have two
sons Steve and Tom, .

Our house was about two hundred yards west of the county
line between Wise and Denton Counties on Denton Creek im-
mediately south and west of the creek where it made a sharp bend
running east and turning south. It was about three hundred yards
to the creek on the north and half a mile on the east with heavy
timbers on the north and east and west. South of the house was a
lovely level valley for about a mile where the prairie hills toward
Oliver Creek began. In this valley there were only two large post
oak trees sbout fifty yards apart and a small lake near these
trees. No more beautiful location for a home could have been
found, and though much of this valley is now in farms, naturally
to me it is still a lovely spot.

At an early day my father opened a general merchandise store

and a post office in a large log house by the side of his home. The -

wagon road passed by running east and west from McKinney,
Denton to Decatur, Jacksboro, Graham, and Fort Griffin and Fort
Belknap. In the late sixties the cowmen from south and south.
west Texas first began to drive their vast herds of cattle over
the famous Chisholm Cow Trail to Kansas and the market. They
passed about one hundred yards east of our home near the
county line.

After my father built his log store house, it was used ax a
post office and as a place for religious worship and for political
and social gatherings, and one Sunday in each month Parson J.
B. Dabney, Brother Bellamy, and other pioneer Methodist preach-
ers held services in this store. It was there as about an eight
months old infant I was sprinkled by a Methodist minister. Some
of my friends have suggested that it was not like good vaccine
as it didn't take with me. But through all the years | have ahways
held my father and mother in higher admiration and regard
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because they wanted me to live the right kind of a life, and 1 am
confident that that little act with their unblemished lives to
follow has often restrained me and “like a star gleam that flits
acrpss one's pathwiy in the black of night wilt lead me on to
where von taper shines afar”

They have both bLren gone many vears but their lives, their
deeds of heroism, sclf-xacrifice and devotion to duly wiil always
abide with me and | am. sure that their influence will live on
through the ages with our chiidren and posterity.

Before the Civil War the Indians were not hostile and they
came and camped on Denton Creck within three or four hundred
yvards north of our house, At that time buffalo heads and horns
andd buiTalo bones were evervywhere, There was an abindance of
wild game: antelope. deer, turkeys, prairie chickens, quail,
plover, doves, as well ax wolves, coons, panther, and bear. Any
night my father could go down on the creek and kill two or three
turkeys. These tame Indians used to trade deer hams for hog
hams with my father. '

Last yvear ] visited my old birthplace and picked up flint arrow
heads where these Indians camped nearly one hundred vears ago.
During and after the Civil War they became hostile and often
made raids through Wise, Denton, Montague, Parker, and Jack
Counties, stealing horses and killing and sealping the settlers,
Since my Tather had a large family of children and we spent much
of our time on the creek playing, he decided to move to Decatur
for protection. We moved there in 1867 and were the seventh
family 1o move in to that little frontier town, Decatur, on that
high hill.

Wise County wiax organized in 1856 from a part of Cooke
County and my father helped to organize it. e was appointed
by the Governor, Justice of the Peace and County Commissioner
ef hix precinet, He held twao offices 4t the same time in Wise
County. While the Constitution torbade it, 1 suppose no one
abjected and it being convenient, it wus acquiesced to by the few
who lived there. My father was deputy district surveyor under
Llewetlvn Murphy, of Gainesville, who was survevor of the
district. Later on he was County Surveyor and a postmaster at
Decatur, butl as the town grew and the post office began to pay,
the Republicans took it away from him and gave il to Granger
Splman, a Depobiican.

Oine summer evening when I was only three vears old, my two
older brothers and my sister Belle took me down on Denton éreek.
took g axe, and they chopped down hackberry trees for us to eat
the hackberries. While my older brother was chopping, the ber-
piex would fall on the pground and we were on our knees and
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hands picking them up and eating them. Being small 1 got too
¢close to the axe and as my brother brought the axe back to
strike it hit me on the forehead. The blood flew, It broke up our
fun. They carried me to the house where my mother dressed
the wound. That night after we had all gone to bed, a large
panther evidently smelled the blood and followed our trail to the
house, caught a pig or shoat near the house. The pig began to
squeal. Qur two dogs, Watch and Rover, bayed the punther and
made it drop the pig already dead and ran the panther up a tree,
A neighbor’s dog heard the barking and ran over to help in the
combat. My father and uncle Jacob Kellam had no lantern. They
got the muzzle-loading rifle and went down to the fight. As it was
a dark night, they could see the animal's form but could not tell
just what it was. However, they thought it was a panther. They
soon built & fire. They shot at the panther, hitting it in the jaw,
but it was not a fatal shot. It jumped out of the tree, whipped the
dogs loose and ran on down toward the creek and ran up a leaning
tree over a hole of water in the creek. My father and uncle re-
loaded their gun, built another fire, and shot at the animal again.
It was a direct hit and the animal fell into the water. My father
and uncle waded into the water and pulled out a female panther
measuring nine feet from tip to tip. They tied its feet together,
ran a pole between them and carried it to the house. The excite-
ment awoke the entire family and my father led me to the door
and showed me the panther lying out in the yard. This was my
earliest recollection—seeing the panther in the candielight from
the door. One Sunday evening in the fall of 1866 just before
we moved to Decatur brother Lafayette and John, 11 and 9,
respectfully, on our race mare called “Fly” with a dog and a colt
following, went to Morris branch about five miles to get some
persimmons. John was riding behind holding on to the canlle of
the saddle with a brass kettle in his right hand to bring back the
persimmons, As they approached the timber where the persim-
mon trees were located three Comanches ran out of the brush
and charged them yelling their feindish vells as the boys had no
fire arms of any kind knew their only means of escape wax lo
out run them. They turned, put spurs to the race mare and soon
putdistanced the Indians and ran on home. They ran off and left
the dog, but he soon came in unharmed. John was so badly fright-
ened that he held on to the brass kettle with a badly blistered
hand. This narrow escape from the Indians had much to do with
our moving to Decatur in the following spring. Spence Daggott
and Frank Raymoend, two men unmarried, who formerly worked
for us moved out north of town about seven miles batching and
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clearing some land for cultivation. One Saturday Baggott started
to town on horseback with a bucket of butter in one end of the
sack and a bucket of eggs in the other, with the sack thrown
across the saddle in front of him. A bunch of Indians got after
him and as he ran toward town he dropped the sack of butter
and egps in the road and the Indians' curiosity caused them to
stop and see whatl it was, which enabled Baggott to get away
safely.

DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE OF WISE COUNTY

The question has often been asked why so great a number of
men and women of special note in the various fields of endeavor
came from Wise County, Texas. It is my opinion that the same
answer can be made to the query, Why is the United States such
a wonderful nation and why has it achieved so much in such a
short time as compared with the other nations of the earth?
It is because the early settlers of this nation were men and
women, who on account of oppression and other undesirable con-
ditions in the aid countries had the courage, the ambition, and
the confidence in themselves to emigrate to this country and
seek freedom, liberly, and opportunity. They left the less daring
and the satisfied to remain in the old countries. So from such a
collection of such intrepid, courageous and far-seeing forbears
naturally a great and superior people sprang. ‘

None but the brave and ambitious men and women who were
willing and anxious to withstand the privations and hardships
and perils of frontier life came to Wise County and to those other
frontier counties in that section of the State. When the Indians
began their depredations, stealing horses, killing cattle, murder-
ing, scalping, and capturing their defenseless men, women, and
children, those of lesser courage and determination moved back .
to their old homes for safety, convenience and greater pleasure,
leaving only those men and women to remain who had the stam-
ina and the courage to withstand the privations and hardships of
frontier life, The offspring of such ancestors naturally were of
the same fiber, and hence an unusual number of great characters
has developed. Taking a chance on being criticized for failing to
mention some who should be mentioned and calling attention to
some not so important and deserving, I shall give the names of
a few men and women from Wise County who, 1 think, are
worthy of mention.
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- AUTHORS AND WRITERS

Clarence R. Wharton, of Houston, a native of Wise County,
was perhaps the greatest historian of Texas that has no equal.
He also has written several other fine books of characters and
events of the early days of Texas. In addition to his literary at-
tainments, he was one of the greatest lawyers in our state and
nation, as well as one of the ablest public speakers during his
time. When only twenty.one years of age, a citizen of Wise
County, he was one of the most eloquent and convincing debaters.
He held several joint discussions for Democracy against the ablest
leaders of the old Greenback and Populist Parties, including one
with the brilliant orator and statesman, Senator Gore of Okla-
homa.

At Wharton's passing a few years ago he was one of the
leading members of the law firm of Baker, Botts, Andrews and
Wharton, of Houston.

When I first knew him, he was teaching a country school near
Paradise, and I am proud to say that I furnished him law books
to read, and when he was granted a license to practice law in
Wise County, I took him in as a law partner and he for two years
was my first assistant County Attorney of Wise County.

Amon G, Carter, of Fort Worth, Texas, first saw the light of
day near Crofton in Wise County. He is the well known editor
of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram and stands ace high in the
councils of our state and nation as a publisher, statesman, and
financier.

Bell Hunt Shortridge, a daughter of Colonel William H. Hunt,
of Cactus Hill, is another outstanding character of Wise County.
Her father was one of the greatest personages of all our early
pioneers. His daughter was a noted writer of both prose and
poetry and wrote many short stories and poems for the news-
papers and magazines.

Cliff D. Cates, author of a very fine history of Wise County
"that is regarded by critics and readers of history as the best
county history of any county in the state.

Hilory Bedford, author of an early history of the frontier of
Texas that ranks very high with the reading public.

Gayle Talbet, Sr., editor of several newspapers both in Texas
and New Mexico, was also for two terms a member of the lower
house of the Legislature from Wise County. His son, Gayle Tal-
bot, Jr., is one of the leading sports writers in our nation.

Paul Leeper, a writer of note, who has contributed a few choice
poems and items for the press. He is & grandson of the late Judge
Charles Soward of Decatur, who as District Judge, presided in
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the celebrated trial of Satanta and Big Tree at Jacksboro, Texas

f(t)rithe murder of seven teamsters in the western part of the
silate.

Judge Chuas. Soword Mrs. Chas. Soword

Archie Fullingim, of Pampa, Texas, an editor, and writer of
both prose and poetry. )

Dr. Cora Martin, an instructor in the University of Texas, and
authpr of several school books adopted and used by our Texas
public schools,

R. M. Collins, editor of the Decatur News.and author
“Unwritten Hixtory of the Civil War.” ' of the

H. H. Halsell, author of several histories of early West Texas
and Indian Territory.

STATLESMEN AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS

_ Dr. W, M. W. Splawn, a professor of economics in the Univer-
sity of Texas, later president of the University of Texas, a mem-
ber of the Railroad Commission of Texas, & member and chair-
man of the Interstate Commerce Commission. He has also written
several books on railroads and economics and is one of the leading
authorities on transportation and rates that we have in this
nation.

'I-Jrnesl 0. Thompson, of Amarillo, Texas, Railroad Commis-
sioner of '.i'e.\as, and for many years its chairman, and several
times Chairman of the Interstate OQil and Cas Compact and re-
garded as one of the best informed men in the nation on oil and
gas and its production and conservation. Also the youngeat
colonel in the Expeditionary Forces in World War One He also
served in World War Twe in Germany. ‘ .
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John J. Terrell, Land Commissioner of Texas for six years.
While Land Commissioner, he induced the Ligislature to pass a
law requiring all public State domain to be gold to the highest
bidder, which law added to our public school fund of Texas more
than twenty million dollars. Also Superintendent of the Indian
Reservation at San Carlos, Arizona under Pres. Wilson.

John J. Terrell

Walter Boyd, Game, Fish and Oyster Commissioner of Texas,
regarded as the best informed man in our nation on wild animal
life.

Maj. Lawrence Melton, of Dallas, National President of the
Disabled Veterans of America.

Colonel George B. Pickett, a colonel in the Confederate Army
in the Civil War and many terms a member of the Texas Legis-
lature,

Guinn Williams, County Clerk, State Senator, and Congressman
from the 15th Congressional District for about twelve years,
an adept politician.

Lieutenant-Governor John Lee Smith, member of the Texas
State Senate and Lieutenant Governor of Texas was regarded as
one of the best public speakers in our state,

C. W. Martin and John H. Kirkpatrick, of Coleman and San
Antonio respectively. They were each members of the Twenty-
Second Legislature of Texas in 1892 from Decatur. They both
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are still living and are the two oldest members of either House
of the Legislature in point of service now living. They helped
Governor Hogg pass the law establishing the Texas Railroad
Commission and the Prairie View Normal for colored youths.

Joe Luther, member of the Democratic Committee of Dallas.
John T. Luther, Sr.,, Warden of the Texas Penitentiary, and John
T. Luther, Jr., of Dallas. '

Captain Steve A. Lillard, Jr., was a captain in the overseas
service in World War One. He was graduated at Texas A, & M.
College, was guard on the football team of that college, a member
of loss Rifles, and served six years as Regent of A. & M. College,
for four years a member of the State Democratic Executive Com-
mittee of Texas and Chairman of the Doard of Trustees of the
Public Schools of Hlanger, Texas, was the main force that built
that fine athletic field at llanger and it was named Lillard Ath-
letic Field in honor of him.

A. D. Rogers, County Treasurer of Wise County. For four
vears a member of the Texas Legislature, was the Democratic
nominee for Congress in San Antonio but was defeated because
the national government was controlied by Republicans and as
they had a government fort there in San Antonio, the business
element thought it wiser to elect a Republican, He was not a
lawyer but a brilliant speaker, a courageous and versatile deba-
ter, and interesting and lovable character.

Governor Bill Murray, Governor of Oklahoma, was a native of
Collin County, but when he ran away from home, he came to
Wise County and lived there until he went to Springtown to
school,

Mrs. W. R. Potter, of Bowie, Texas, former President of the
Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs and author of a splendid
history of Montague County, Texas and is a native of Wise
County.

Senator J. P. Huavter, State Senator of Texas, was also from
Wise County. Ex-congressman Sam 1. Burchard of Wisconsin.

James M. 8t Clair, of Dallas, executive secretary of the South-
western Conference and manager of all the officials who work in
the interscholastic sports of Texas, was from Wise County.

ATTOENEYS AND JURISTS, including the entire Wise
County Bar:

Tully A. Fuller, a brilliant lawyer, a convincing debater and
orater, served in the Twenty.First Legislature of Texas from
Wise, Jack and Young Counties, was a candidate for Attorney
General of Texas against General M. M. Crane who was a run-
ning mate with Governor Hogg, who was firmly "in the saddle”
at that time, but General Crane had several joint debates with
Fuller and admired him so much that he made him his first
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Assistant Attorney General; he was Governor Charles Culber-
son's legal adviser while he was governor. He lived later at
Uvalde and San Antonio, Texas and while at Uvalde, John Nance
Garner, late Vice-President of the United States, moved from
Red River County down there and became a law partner of Tully
Fuller. The firm was Clark, Fuller snd Garner. Fuller was such
a noble character that Garner named his only son for him, Tully
Garner. I read law under him and was his law partner and | also
named my oldest son, Tully, for him. .

Judge O. S. Lattimore, County Attorney of Tarrant County,
State Senator from Fort Worth, Justice of the Court of Criminal
Appeals of Texas for many years, a great jurist, a brilliant
speaker, and a fine Christian gentleman. His son, Judge Hal
Lattimore, was District Judge at Fort Worth,

The father of Judge O. S. Lattimore, John Lee Lattimore,
maved to Wise County in 1882, He was a Baptist minister and a
school teacher and was Superintendent of the Decatur Public
Schools and taught in the first old wooden Baptist Church north
of the Public Square. His oldest son, Jno. C. Lattimore, was his
assistant and later was Superintendent of the Public Schools of
Waco, Texas, and his daughter, Katie, married R. B. Spencer of
Waco. Annie married J. L. Higginbotham, a rancher and capital-
ist of Dallas. Corrie married C. G. Forest, lumberman of Dallas.
Bertha married Dr. Geo. C. Butts, Superintendent of the Qil and
Gas Division of the Texas Railroad Commission, was Supreme

Court Justice of the Phillipine Islands, and Attorney General of.

Porto Rico and was a candidate for Governor of Texas. Another
son, Asgistant Attorney Geners! of Oklahoma, Judge O. S. Latti-
more and I were freighters together from Decatur to Fort Worth
and Dallas. I was County Attorney of Wise County and he was
. County Attorney of Tarrant County. We served together in the
State Senate of Texas and were state offiicials of Texas for a
number of years, He was a very brilliant statesman and jurist
and the Lattimore family is & very interesting pioneer family
of Wise County. .

Judge J. T. Johnson, County Judge three times of Wise County,
District Judge at Lawton, Oklahoma, and Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Oklahoma,

Judge Ocie Speer for several years a member of the Supreme
Court of Texas, and now assistant Attorney General of Texas.

Judge John Speer, District Judge at Denton, Texas, and now
a member of the Court of Civil Appeals at Fort Worth.

Judge J. W. Patterson, County Attorney of Wise County,

County Judge of Wise County for two terms, a member of the
Texas Legislature from Wise County, and for twenty-four years
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District Judge of the Wise, Parker, and Jack Counties district, a
much loved, splendid jurist and a great character.

Judge R. F. Spencer, County Judge of Wise County when the
present courthouse was erected, was a crippled Confederate
soldier from Kentucky, and T believe one of the most interesting
conversationalists that 1 have ever met. He was the father of
the following able lawyers, viz:

._I udge French Spencer, member of the Texas Legislature from
Wise County, and also a member of the Commission of Appeals
to the Supreme Court of Texas.

Hugh Spencer, County Attorney of Wise County, and District
Attorney at Childress, Texas. He unfortunately was killed by
mistake by a stranger through no fault of his. He had written
a letter addressed to his estranged wife at Waco, and it was
opened by mistake by a married lady of the same name who
before her marriage had lived in North Texas. She did not under-
stand the letter from a stranger and showed it to her husband.
He got a pistol, went at once to Decatur, located Spencer, and
shot and killed him on the public square without warning. If he

had made any kind of investigation, the sad tragedy would not
have occurred.

Hugh Spencer

Judge Charles Spencer, County Attorney, of Montague County,

and for several terms District Judge of Montague, Cooke, and
Denton Counties,

Flavius and Forrest Spencer were bright attorneys of Decatur
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and Dallas. A daughter, Margaret Spencer, won a $10,000.00
prize for writing an advertisement, The prize was delivered to
her by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt.

T. J. (Tom) McMurray, Sr., County Attorney of Wise County
for two terms, attorney for the Fort Worth and Denver and
Rock Island Railroads in Wise County. He was an untiring
worker and effective before a jury.

T. J. McMurray, Jr., present county attorney of Wise County,
a grandson of Tom, Sr. now in the service of World War Two.

John A. Gordon, reporter for the Supreme Court of Colorado.

Judge J. M. O'Neal, General Attorney for the Fort Worth and
Denver Railroad.

L. C. Sparkman, the most brilliant criminal lawyer I ever heard
address a jury and the most effective one.

Judge Dennis Ratliff served three terms as a member of the
Legislature from Haskell County, and also was a District Judge
of that district, a very lovable character.

Charles L. Woody, Assistant County Attorney of Wise County
under me while I was County Attorney, later assistant County
Attorney of Dallas County. He moved to New York City and is
now an honored and able member of that bar.

Robert Woody, his brother is also an eminent attorney in New
York City.

Roy Coffee served two terms in the Texas Legislature from
Wise County, General Attorney for the Lone Star Gas Company
in Dallas, and was recently elected President of the Dallas County
Bar Association.

J.'T. Buckaloo, County Attorney of Wise County for two terms,
was an able advocate before a jury. As he was a self-made man
and formerly a blacksmith at Chico, Wise County, Texas, we
affectionately called him “the village blacksmith.”

Grady Woodruff, two terms a member of the Lower House and
two terms a member of the Texas State Semate from Wise
County.

Edwin Phillips a very able lawyer of Fort Worth.

Frank J. Ford, county attorney of Wise County for four years.
He possessed a very brilliant mind and was always trying to
help someone who needed assistance, and everyone loved him.

Robert Carlock, State Senator from Fort Worth.

Lee Newton, County Attorney of Wise County, was the father
of Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, of Philadelphia, who is regarded as
one of the five greatest preachers in the world.

Judge W. H. Bullock, County Judge of Wise County, many
times and always made one of the best the county ever had. He
was always safe and conservative, and I believe vne of the best
political organizers 1 ever knew, and was also an able and inter-
esting character.
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J. W. Boothe, chief clerk of the House, and member of the
Twentieth Legislature from Wise County.

C. T. Gettys, a fine lawyer of Wise County, attorney for the
Fort Worth and Denver and the Rock Isiand Railroads, has two
brothers, Jess Gettys, of Gainesville, who was County Attorney
of Cooke County, and Plato Gettys, county attorney of Wise
County, and is now an instructor in the Texas A. & M. Coliege.

Oscar and John Slaton, of Lubbock and Hereford, Texas, re-
spectively, both good lawyers and good men.

Colonel Will A. Miller served as Mayor of Amarillo, and was a
Colonel in World War One.

Tom W. Simmons, District Judge at Fort Worth.

loy Heatherington, of McKinney, member of the Democratic
Executive Committee of Texas.

Will Shults, County Attorney of Wise County, and a member
of the Texas Legislature.

Herman Jones, two terms a member of the Texas Legislature
and Examiner of the Gas Utilities Division of the Texas Rail-
road Commission, a fine speaker and one of the coming young
men of Texas. Led the fight at the Chicago National Democratic
Convention against the regulars and won there and in the Texas
elections.

Harold Jones, of Wichita Falls, and Perry Jones, Assistant
District Attorney at Austin. Perry is now County Attorney of
Travis County.

Leslie Hudson, member of the Legislature from Tarrant
County,

John Fullingim, an able attorney of Amarillo, Texas now in
the service.

Judge L. D. Ratliff, County Attorney of Wise County for two
terms,

W. D. Gose and John . Gose, both good lawyers and fine men.
John was County Judye of Wise County for four years and was
an active member of the Fxecutive Committee of the Old Settlers’
Organization of Wise County,

John H. Cobb, one of the first graduates of the Texas Univer-
sity in law, attorney at Decatur, Wichita Falls, and Juneau,
Alaska, was appointed by President Wilson as representative of
the United States at Juneau. Jim Pace, representative from
Cocke County, Texas.

Judge M. W. Burch, County Attorney of Wise County for two
terms. Wm. Spear, County Assessor of Wise County and furni-
ture merchant of Decatur.

1. V. Patterson, County Attorney of Wise County for two
terms.

Jennings Brown, County Attorney of Wise County for two
terms and present County JTudge of Wise County.

37



The Terrells T 85 Years Texas, from Indians to Atomic Bomb

Nolan Sewall, County Attorney of Wise County for two terms.

Harlan Brown, County Judge of Wise County.
~ John Thomas, of Lawton, Oklahoma, an able attorney of that
city, served as a member of the Texas Legislature from Wise
County.

A. J. Craft, member of the Texas Legislature.

Carl Faith served Wise County as District Clerk, County Clerk
and as County Judge. He was sixteen years in office.

Tom Faith, Sheriff of Wise County four years.

Sam Faith, four years Sheriff of each Wise and Hale Counties.
All these Faith's were brothers.

Sam T. Foster, member of the Texas Legislature.

Tom MeClure served Wise and Jones Counties as Sheriff each
for two terms.

J. L. Crawford, two terms a member of the Texas Legislature.

J. P. Humphries, a member of the Texas Legislature.

W. J. Mann and his son, Lee Man, each served Wise County
as sheriff two terms. Judge Arnold, Davenport County Judge of
Wise County, Texas.

Victor Nobles, County Assessor.

Clay Shopshire of Weatherford, Texas.

Dr. J. P. Turner served as member of the Texas Legislature
from Wise County.

John Branch and his son Malcolm M. Branch, each also served
as Sheriff of Wise County, two terms. Malcolm was reelected
Sheriff for the third term. .

J. B. Doyle, member of the Texas Legislature from Wise
County.

Will Sanduskey of Colorado, Texas.

Sam G. Tankersley served two terms as County Judge of Wise
County and also as County Judge and County Attorney of Somer-
vell County and two terms in the Texas Legislature.

Sam Hodges, County Judge of Wise and also Montague Coun-
ties. W. V. Cunningham, County Treasurer of Wise County.

J. M. Logan served in the Twenty-Fourth and Twenty-Fifth
Legislatures of Texas from Smith County.

Judge Ed Berry of Houston, who was Chairman of the Demo-
cratic State Executive Committee; chairman of the Industrial
Accident Board, and Commissioner of Appeals of the Criminal
Court of Appeals.

In addition to the foregoing distinguished attorneys and public
officials I shall add the following as members of the Decatur and
Wise County bar: Wm. Elliotte, Robert Graham, H. H. Gaines,
A. B. Marshall, T. J. Wyatt, John L. Lovejoy, John Dixon, H.
C. Ferguson, L. A. Crane, George Trenchard, George W. A. Bon-
ner, Louit  bney, L. C. McGee, J. M. Basham, Frank Roberts,
Wil T T, * Edvnrdg, Jameg Pm:ers, Will H. Price, James

- . 'Y

Top row: Judge J wull;i)“!h\l{ U’!;‘ DECATUR
: Judge J. W. Patterson, R. K. Carswell, and Tull .
Bottom row: Judge W. H. Bullock, Chas. L. Mood’y :nd ;rznﬁ.lF;g::l

Kendall, A. J. Clendenen, J. P. Graham, Bert Lobdell, Archie
Cates, Jim Guily, Norman Dodge, Albert Walker, Gene Ball, and
Hobert Qrisham. of Tvler, Texas, 1. B. Ford, Frank Killough.

}q this chapter 1 have tried to give a list of all the noted public
officials of Wise County as well as the entire bar of the County
consisting of well over one hundred members. Since 1886 I have
Leen a.member of that bar and naturally have always been inter-
ested in aqd should know mueh about each member of same.
I am sure in point of ability as attorneys the Wise County bar
has always compared mest favorably with the bar of any of the
:-:mu}]er counties of Texas, and 1 am sure the older attorneys
during our early development were perhaps abler men than our
attorneys now because they had to practice law in the Justice
County, and all the courts, and had to be informed in ever):
character of practice. They could pot specialize as they do now
but had to be versed in criminal law, commercial law, land law
and ook after ail kinds of cases and for that reason I believe the;
l{ecame more versatile and had to rely on their own resou and
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ability and it obviously broadened their minds and they became
truly great lawyers. Having personally known all the above
members of the Decatur Bar, I do not believe a finer body of
men could be selected from any other business or calling than
they were, not only from a point of intelligence but also from
integrity and character. Not one of them was ever convicted
of any kind of crime that I know of. None ever went to the
penitentiary and none was ever charged with any kind of double
dealing or dishonorable conduct. There is a notion, often ex-
pressed, that iawyers are all shysters, schemers, dishonest, and
disloyal and untrue to their clients, and as proof of this unjust
talk, I myself used to tell the old story of Pat, who with a friend
visited a graveyard. The tombstone bore the name of the deceased
and stated that he was a lawyer and an honest man. Pat called
to his friend and said that two men were buried in that one
grave. I never heard of any of the Decatur bar ever doing any-
thing dishonorable. All of them were honest and good citizens
and always loyal to their clients. Years ago 1 do remember of
one attorney who drank and played poker too much, but I am
sure he was an honest man. He sold a piece of land for $1,400
as agent and that night the professional gamblers got him into
a poker game and when he was drunk, won all of this money. I
talked with one of the gamblers who won his money and he told
me that after they got his money, he fainted and they had much
trouble in restoring him. The next morning he took the train and
no one has ever heard of him since. The family—his wife and
children—continued to live in Decatur and all the children made
first-clans citizens. I am sure he was an honest man but unable
to face his family and the world after his misfortune. I am
equally sure he was a far better man than those gamblers who
robbed him.

The moral of this story is that no one should ever use for him-
self a trust fund, but should guard it sacredly and not mix it
with his private affairs. Many men have been ruined with honest
intentions but caught by unexpected financial reverses. It is
always best to pursue a safe course and take no chances.

FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS WORLD

My first mention is Uncle Dan Waggoner because I believe
he was the greatest financier of them all. He came to Wise
County in 1856 from Blackjack Grove, now Cumby in Hopkins
County, Texas with about two hundred head of cattle seeking
a place where he could have an open and better range for them,
By his careful managing of those two hundred head, when he
died he was worth more than twenty million dollars, When Wise
County began to settle up and crowd him, he and other cowmen
established ranches in the West in Archer, Wichita and Wilbarger
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W. T. (Tom)} Wagpaner Itan Waggoner

Counties. As he sold his steers, he put that money into land out
there at 50 cents and one dollar per acre. Later on oil and £a8
were discovered on his land, and his son, W. T. (Tom) Waggoner
became the wealthiest man in the south. My law office was;
upstairs over his bank and in the evenings 1 would go down on
the sidewalk in front of the bank and Uncle Dan and I would hold
some very interesting conversations. He always gave me, a young
man, much good advice as to finances but unfortunately 1 have
been unable to profit very much from the advice, He told me to
“keep close to the shore.” I acted as if 1 did not understand what
he meant. He then said, “Don't go in debt too heavily" adding
that | might “get pinched” if 1 did. Another bit of advice I
remember was “never be too anxious to make a trade.” I sug-
gested that if one were anxious to make a trade, how could he
not be anxious. His reply was, “Don't let the other fellow know
you are anxious.” 1 helped bury him in our beautiful City Ceme-
tery north of town. At an early day he built his rock home in
Decatur and it still stands on the hill east of the Denver Depot
as one of the landmarks of North and West Texas, W. T. Wag-
goner also wisely managed his father's estate. Tom and his father
married sisters which made them brothers-in-law. Uncle Dan’'s
second wife was Miss Julia Halsell and Tom married Miss Ella
Halsell, who is still living in Fort Worth. I was a classmate of
Tom's wife and schoolmate of Tom’s. Miss Flia Halsell was very
popular and a sensible and practical woman.
The three Halsell brothers, Glen, Billy, and Ed all became
6l
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- Glenn Halsell

Mrs. Glenn Halsell

wealthy in the cattle business in the same way the Waggoners
did.

W. H. (Harley) Portwood, now of Seymour, Texas, from
scratch made his fortune of many millions in cattle.

Bill Perrin and the two Renshaw brothers, Ad and Lute, also
made their money in the cow business. Knowing Ad and Lute
Renshaw intimately no better men ever lived in Wise or any
other county.

Joe and Sam Perkins owned and organized the Perkins Dry
Goods stores in Texas and have been highly successful. .Joe
Perkins .is several times a millionaire oil man living now at
‘Wichita Falls. He is one of the trustees of Southern Methodist
University at Dallas. He is public spirited, a philanthropist, has
given more than two million dollars to schools, Christianity and
charity, and is doing much for Christianity, charity, and higher
education and in my judgment is one of the outstanding citizens
of Texas. I am proud that through all the years from young
manhood we have always been friends. I love to call him Joe and
it seems to please him to call me Vernon. I think he is one of
the finest characters I ever knew, a fine gentleman who does
not “wear his religion on his sleeve” but lives it every day by
being fair and continusally helping his fellow man.

Alex Sanger, Sr., the founder of Sanger Bros. store in Dallas
first began business in Decatur. Also A. P. Tennison had an
early saddle »nd harness store in Deecatur. Stripling the largesy

department  re in Texas. first located at Alvord. Wise County,
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Capt. A. H. Shocmaker Mrs, A. H. Shoemaker

Ferd Halsell, a son of Glen Halseli is such a fine character now
a citizen of FFort Worth,

In any gathering of men Capt. Shoemaker would always be a

leader. A Methodist of great moral and religious force,

Jeff and John Waggoner, of Wichita Falls, were sons of John

Waggoner who was the first County Treasurer of Wise County.

Rob More, who wax W. T. Waggoner's land man in Vernon,
Texas. Bob was also celebrated for being one of our nation's
greatest ornithologists, Frank Dobie has written a fine booklet
covering his work and his life.

W. E. Thomason of Houston, Preston Terrell of Temple, Texas.

Baird Markham, an oil man of New York, formerly Adjutant
General of Oklahoma.

Pete McGovern, Jr., Secretary and Treasurer of the Greyhound
Bus Employers Union. C, T, Watkins, merchant, Quanah, Texas,
Otis 0. Terrell of Alvin, Texas, a most successful contractor.

Olin Wellborn, Alvin, Texas, merchant. Silas Lynch, merchant,
Dallas, Texas.

Lee Morris, banker and ranchman, of Chico, Texas, for four
vears 4 member of the State Democratic Executive Committee of
Texas.

B. C. Rhome for whom the town of IRhome, Texas was named.

Captain Flbert Brown, cowwman in Wise County, a fine char-
acter, none better.

C. P. Dotson, Mavor of Deeatur, President of the West Texas
Chamber of Commerce and President of the Fx-Students Associa-
tionr of A, & M. College,

Will Wolf and "Big Lov™ (Guinn) Williams, movie satap.
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PHYSICIANS

Dr. William Renshaw, Dr. W. L. York, Drs. Jim and John
Blanton, Drs. Jim and John Embry, Dr. J. B. Ford, Dr. Charles
Bobo, Dr. Burch, Dr. W. B. Markham, Drs. Henry and George
Wilton, of Nocona and Oklahoma, Dr. C. B. Simmons, Dr. Simp-
son, of Laredo, Texas, Dr. L. H. Reeves, former President of the
State Medical Board of Texas, member of the Wise County
Exemption Board during World War One, and County Health
Officer of Wise County, Dr. J. J. Ingram, Drs. Red and Black
Stewart, Dr. Coy and Joe Gose, Dr. J. W, Cartwright, Dr. Shul-
key, a noted physician of San Angelo, Texas, Major Horace Ren-
shaw, bone specialist at McCloskey General Hospital at Temple,
the largest one in the nation, Dr. J. F. Darwin, Dr. T. G. Rogers,
Dr. P. J. Fullingim, Dallas, Texas, Dr. P. J. Fullingim, Denton,
Texas, Dr. D. A, Carpenter, Dr. Tom R. Allen, Justin, Texas,
formerly Sheriff of Wise County, and son Dr. Tom Allen, Jr,,
Justin, Texas, Dr. Renshaw Innis, Fort Worth.

Dr. Wm. Renshaw Mrs. Dr. Wm. Renshaw

MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL

Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, Rector of the Episcopal Church in
Philadelphia, and author of “Everyday Religion”, a great philoso-
pher and minister of the Lord, is a native of Wise County.

Uncle Buck Bradford, an oldtime evangelist and a mighty ser-
vant of the Lord, lived in Wise County during its early pioneer
history and did much good. Dr. O. S. Thomas, presiding elder of
M.E.CS.

~

leverend R, H. Hayvnes, Methodist minister and educator.

Dr. J. B Dabney. Methodist minister.

};r.w;m‘?ld:;;snu. minister and President of Chico College.

r. L. W, Sharver and Lauther Hami idi
the 31 Chpar milton, presiding elders of

Dr.J. H. Heathington, Raptist Missionary, of Wise County for
many years, a nohble character.

Dr. W, 0. Barnett. pastor of the Calvary Baptist 10th Street
Churceh, Dallas.

The three following Presbytierian Ministers who have made
good are frem Wise County, Dr. James R, Bullock, Pastor of the
Second Presbyterian Church at louston and they have just
finished an $385,000 addition to the Church, another Brother
br. Leslie Bullock, Pastor of the Presbyvterian Church of thé
Covenant there in Houston-——still another Brother, Dr. Robt. H.
Bullock, Professor of Bible and Greek al Austin College, Sher-
man. They are sons of Randolph Bullock and grandsons of Judge
W, H. Bullock, an attorney of Decatur.

Dr. H. G. Bennett, President of Oklahoma A. & M. College.

Dr. T. H. Morrig, Methodist presiding elder, and Dr.
Pierce, Presiding older of M. . €.

Dr. Fronabarger, Paster of LBaptist Church at Decatur, and
President Springtown College.

LDUCATORS

Dy Lawrenee Ward
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Dr. Lawrence Ward, President of the Decatur Baptist College
for many years a junior college but has been an outstanding
institution of learning in North Texas and does much good.
The college ia the oldest Junior College in the world. Dr. Ward is
one of the leading citizens and educators in that section of the
state,

Dr. W. H. Adamson, founder of the Adamson High School at
Oak Cliff. He was superintendent of the High School at Decatur
for many years before he moved to Dallas. It was my pleasure
and honor while County Judge and ex-officio County School
Superintendent to appoint him Chairman of the School Board of
Wise County.

John Thomas, principal of Decatur School.

Dr. J. B, Tidwell, former President of the Decatur Baptist
College and now instructor of Bible at Baylor University at Waco.

Dr. George Slover, for many years President of the Clarendon

College. el G therl p e e
Ménﬁifrégi&en( ofiha.Clarendon College, Super-
intendent Clarendon's Schools and member of Executive Com-
mittee of the State Interscholastic League.

Dr. W. J. McConnell, President of the North Texas State
Teachers College at Denton, Texas, the largest college of its

kind in this nation. It was also my pleasure t¢ have signed his-

and his good wife's certificates to teach school in Wise County
while I was County Judge.

Bruce Shulkey, Superintendent of Schools at Fort Worth and
member of the Staté School Board.

Claude Dillehay, Superintendent of the Public Schools of Ver-
non, and member of the Texas School Board.

Dr. Rowell Spencer, of Baylor University.

Professor McConnell, Mrs. Deliah Salmon, J. D. White, J. W.
Colbert, John Embry, Miss 1da Battle, Mrs. Robert Stevens, Mr.
and Mrs. ... Sperry, Harvey Sperry, Misses Parsons, Dr. J.
1.. Lattimore, John Lattimore, ........... Starnes, ............ Tomlinson,
J. D. Goldsmith, Dr. E. M. Gettys, Dean of the Baptist College
at Decatur, Dr. Emerson, J. D. Witt, W. L. Hughes, ...
Donahue, Professor ............ Walpole, Professor ........... McMorris,
Professor ........... Alexander, Henry and J. R, Barton, C. Q.
Barton, Dr. A. C. Gettys, head of the Bible Department of Baylor
Belton College, Miss Ada Hockett, later Mrs. W. B. Markham,
Miss Alice Baumgartner, later Mrs. D. W. Frazier, Miss Lizzie
May Soward, later Mrs., Horace Leeper and then Mrs. George
Hamilton, Miss Mary Elizabeth Terrell, later Mrs. S. A. Lillard,
Sr., Miss Purdy, Miss Cooper, Miss Hunt, Miss Jannie De Berry,
Miss Ellen ¥andall, later Mrs. E. D. Gibson, Miss Lizzie Crouch,
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later Mrs, Fd Daumgartner, Miss Pet Hatch, later Mrs. G. A,
Atkinson, Miss Mattie Pistole, later Mrs. Louis L. Farr of San
Angelo, Miss Etta May, later Mrs. C. V, ‘Terrell, Miss Ada Cates,
Miss Anna Allen, Miss Emily Frezilious, Miss Jennie Howard,
Miss Mollie Quin,: later Mrs. George Trenchard, and Mrs. Oscar
Thomas, Miss Katie Kerr, later Mrs. Jim Abbott, Miss Opal
Kenney, later Mrs. Jack Cates, Miss Pearl Bennett, later Mrs.
Albert Walker, Misses Maude Hogg, Ada Harding, Belle Ford,
Bettie Lee Featherstone, and Louise Fischer, E. E, Conlee, Lisby
Wade, and Miss Nora Riggs married to Lieutenant Governor W.
A. Johnson, Miss Valla Holley.

In making an impartial review of the various callings, pro-
fessions, and business people, obviously the teachers of our
public schools and colleges have wielded a far greater influence
for good than any other class unless it is the ministers of the
Gospel. Opportunity is so great. They take a child when its mind
and character are in a state of development, and it readily grasps
the problem of life. It ia indeed rare if a child in school does not
almost worship its teacher, and its future life is easily shaped
and molded, Hence the wonderful influence our teachers have
over the pupil in directing and controlling its character, its mind,
and its future destiny. “A pebble on the streamlet scant oft
changes the course of the mighty river.” “A dewdrop on the baby
plant oft warps the giant oak forever.”

We all look back on our early teachers with admiration, love,
and gratitude. T am confident that the list of above teachers who
taught in the earlier days at Decatur have had more to do with
creating the high standards of citizenship among the descendants
of the pioneer settlers of Wise County than any other influence.
Too much praise cannot be given to those lovely souls who worked
diligently day and night for only half pay for their untiring and
valuable services. Tt is a distinct pleazure for me to have the
opportunity to pay this small though well deserved tribute for
their noble work. Why shouldn’t our new High School building
at Decatur be called “Rell-Maude™ in honor of two great teachers,
Rell Ford and Maude Hogg.

MERCIHIANTS AND BUSINESS MEN

Evidently the first merchant in Wise County was Daniel
Howell. Howell later on took his clerk, Elmore Allen, in as a part-
ner and the firm's name became Howell & Allen. Their store was
first localed in what was then known as Taylorsville, and the
store was in the flat northeast of the Baptist College and south-
cast of the Decatur Public Square.

Then came Alex Sanger. Later on the following opened up
stores in Decatur und were known as the early merchs»ts of the
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town and county, viz: Cates and Wood, Chas. D. Cates and Cephus
Woods; Terrell and Kellam, Samuel L. Terrell and Jacob P.
Kellam, and Sewell L. Brown. Then later on came Charles Moore ;
Collins and Brown; R. M. Collins and Jack T. Brown: Scott and
Mart Gordon; Clisbee and Carpenter, Dent Clisbee and Jesse C.
Carpenter. The Denver Railroad entered Decstur in 1882 which
brought on quite a number of merchants: Ullman and Levy,
Jake Uliman and Sam Levy; Reed and Sewell, Robert Reed and
Joe Sewell; Henry Prince and Dave Prince; W. Williams; the
Mississippi Store of J. M. Bennett and George Clayton; John T.
Luther, Sr.; John Sparrow Drugs, Walter B. Mann, Drugs; Tip
Cobb, Drugs; S. A. Lillard, Sr., Hardware, Dry Goods, Mill and
Bank. Lillard was a hardware merchant in Decatur for forty-
eight years, longer than any other merchant. Ford-Weakley and
Johnston Hardware was owned by Jeff Ford, John A. Weakley,
and Frank Johnston. Simmons Wholesale Groceries: D. W.
Frazer, Furniture and County Collector; Wm. Spear, Furniture
and County Assessor two years.

B Mr. and Mrs. €. D. Cates

Sam Levy moved to Fort Worth and was manager for Casey
and Swacey. He was father of Dan Levy of that city. The Sim-
mons boys moved to Sweelwater, Quanah, and Dallas and were
prosperous. Robert lives in Sweetwater, George Albert in Quanah,
Tom in Dallas.

Oscar L. Slaton, of Lubbock, banker and real estate man.

. Alf Morris, banker at Winnsboro, Texas and member of the
Democratic State Executive Committee.
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_ Robert an_d Ed Stuart. of Harlingen, real estate and promotors
in the Magic Valley. Larle Standley, banker and stockman at
Cleburne, Texas. Henry Greathouse, banker and cowman, 0. D,
Halsell, wholesale groceries at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, R. B.
(Bob) Mount, Houston County, Tax Collector of Wise County,
later real estate man, Houston, Texas. Silas Lynch, merchant at
!;‘ezllas. Len Cogdell, banker at Granbury and a stockman,
Frank Turner, banker at Decatur and Bridgeport, Glenn Russell,
banker at Breckenridge, C. L. Martin, banker at Breckenridge,
Preston Terrell, manager of Temple Marble Works, Temple,

Texas, Fugene Thomason, Creamery at Houston. ... Stone-
street, the Fort Warth financier is a Wise County product. Mack
Buckatoo, Sr. and Jr. are also former Wise County residents,

The early merchants of Decatur before the railroad came sold
iheir goods to the settlers for cash and on time, never taking any
kind of security, and all were prosperous and made good money.
Il & merchant were to pursue that course now, he would not last
six months, To my mind it is conclusive proof that those early
settlers were of a different brand of integrity than our latter
day people. Those early settlers of Wise Conﬁty may not have
been quite as active in spiritual matters as some of our citizens
now are. Many of them too often got drunk and soeme cursed
too much and were plenty rough, but almost to a man they were
truthful and honest and paid their just debts, 1 guess, however,
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circumstances, hard times, environment, and misfortune have
rendered us a little more careless and mavbe less sincere. Yet,
I am not a pessimist. I believe in a thousand different ways we
have progressed and improved and are decidedly a wiser and a
better people.

As illustrative of above, when Henry Greathouse opened his
bank in Decatur, Earney Courtney, a ranchman, met Greathouse
on the sidewalk in front of the bank and Greathouse told him he
owed the bank about $120. Courtney claimed he did not owe any-
thing. Greathouse said, “Yes, you do. Come in the bank and 1'll
show you.” He had the bookkeeper turn to his account and suid.
“See there!” The books showed he was $120 in the red. Courtnev
said, “Yes, | see it on the books but who in the H— writ the
books."”

BANDITS OF WISE COUNTY

Wise County has produced many men and women of courage.
ability, and character who have advanced to high places in the
affairs of our state and nation, vet there is another side to the
picture. We have had some few men of daring who have thrilled
the nation with their intrepid dashing courage. Wise County was
at one time a rendezvous for the famous outlaws, the Jamex
brothers—Frank and Jessie—and their posse. They camped a
number of times on Sweetwater Creek in a beautiful grove of
timber near a cool running spring about a mile southeast of the
old Dr. William Renshaw home six miles east of Decatur where
later on the Methodists held their camp meetings.

Sam Bass lived and began his bank and train robbing in Den-
ton County and one of his favorite hiding places was on Denton
Creek near Stoney in Wise County. Before he began his wild
career that ended in his death at Round Rock from a bLullet from
the gun of a State Ranger, he was a cowboy of Denton County
and handled cattle in Wise and Denton Counties and those who
knew him regarded him as a very likeable fellow, before he defied
the law, When I was a boy, I remember seeing Sam Bass and
five or six of his comrades one evening about sundown as they
rode horseback from the east into Decatur, stopping in front of
a saloon on the south side of the public square, They threw their
bridle reins over their horses’ heads, dismounted, and went into
the saloon. They soon came out, remounted their horses and rode
southwest out of town. At the time I did not know who they
were but suppoesed they were a bunch of cowboys coming to get
a drink after a roundup of cattle.

The following day the Sheriff of Denton County, W. F. Eagan,
and his deputies and the Sheriff of Wise County, Captain George
W. Stevens, and his deputies followed them over on Salt Creek
about fifteen miles southwest from Decatur and overtook them
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and in o runsing light killed Arkansas Johnson, one of Sam Bass'
men. They immediately vode to Roumt Rogk t¢ rob the bank
where Sam Bass was killed in g tight with the Hangers and
officers. Hix remains are buried there in the city cemetery and
vite fumby stone has been ehisellod away by the ‘cnrimm tl:uphy-
=eeking public and another tombstone js fust dixappearing in the
SHINe Wiy, .

The hamdit and desperado, Bill Miller, was a Wise County
product, his grandfather being one of the Country's earliest set.
Hers Will moved to Luck County, wax g cow puncher there when
he began his wild caveer. Will Miller was the bandit who coined
the term “Stick “em up.” He has relatives still Jiving in Wise
County wha are the very hest people in the world.

Wise Cownty also furnished one of Billy the Kid's gang in
West Texas, Mexico and Arizona,

Bonnie Parker, the pal of Clyde Barrow, the two most danger-
o and famons desperadoes in our nation who wepe killed by
Capt. Frank Timer and ofticers while resisting arrest lived a
fongs time in Chice in Wise County Lefore she began her daring
careey.

COLLIN COUNTY INDIAN FIGUT

te the early sixties the Indinns made a raid into Wise, Denton
il Collin Counties stealing horses and killing citizer;s whe:‘e:
anopportunity atforded. The citizens of Collin Counmty followed
them with o view of recapturing their horses and ;:etting as
oy of the Indians as they conld. They overtook them about six
milex due east of Decatur on an open Hat between Catlett and
Sweetwater Creeks about where the new Decatur and Denton
i‘lighwu,\' is now lovited, There were anly a few large scattered
live vak trees in the Hat and no brush or bushes at all. The set-
tlers charged them and jn a running fight the Indians scattered
il retreated. One of the Collin County settlers who was riding
i Fast horse overtook one of the Indizans, They both dismounted
at the same time. The Indian with his quivex" and his bown;d
arrows and the settler with his muzzle-loading rifle advanced
tpon each other. The settler shot his vifle and missed. The Indian
attempted to shoot his arvow, but the rifle ball either cut the
string of his bow in fwo or it broke probably saving the Jife of
the settler. They continued Lo advance on each uther, the settler
thrawimge his Bowie knife from its scabba rd, the Indian a!ter;ljatin
to draw his dirk. The dirk was in its scabbard attached to hi§
helt, and the blanket he wore over his shoulders had fallen ove;'
the divk il he failed to get it e tupned to run and the settler
beinge <o close overtook him and cut Hm down with hi.-;: ‘Bmvée
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knife. He fell under one of those large live oak trees that still
stands in that beautiful glade and is now the only living mute
witness to that thrilling tragedy where there were engaged per-
haps two of as brave unknown mortals as ever belonged to the
Knights'of the Round Table during the Dark Ages.

I have tried to find ocut who this Collin County settler was but
have been unable to do so. But I have often heard my father and
Dr. William Renshaw, who lived only about one-half mile from
the scene, tell of this thrilling encounter.

WOUNDING OF ALFRED McDANIEL

Soon after we moved to Decatur on Denton Creek a neighbor
boy about fourteen years old, Alfred McDaniel, went out one
morning to catch his pony, and the Indians attacked him, lanced
him in the back four times and left him for dead. They usually
burned powder in the face of their victims and scalped them but
this boy had long black hair very much like theirs, and it was
believed that they spared him on that account. After weeks of
suffering and pain, he finally recovered.

The early settlers of Wise, Montague, Denton, Parker and Jack
Counties suffered more from Indian depredations than any other
counties in Texas for the reason that the Indians came to get
horses to ride after buffalo and trade and there were more horses
there than in any other sections. If was also nearer their base
of operations—the Indian Territory. Then again the southern and
eastern part of Montague, the southern part of Cook, the castern
part of Wise, the western part of Denton, and the northern part
of Tarrant counties was mostly prairie well watered by rumning
streams and springs, and | am sure it furnished the finest grass
and range for horses and cattle of any section of Texas, The
grass was mesquite and native sage grass. The ranges on the
three Hickory Creeks—North, Middle and South-—and on Denton
and Oliver Creeks and their tributaries have made many cowmen
rich.

THE TRAGIC MURDER OF MRS. REBECCA VICK

One rare morning in June in 1872 Mr. and Mrs. Vick were
living happily together about four miles north of Decatur. Mr.
Vick was sitting on his porch with their first born baby in his
arms rocking it to sleep and singing a lullaby song to it when the
sharp crack of a rifie shot rang out in the morning air. His wife
was washing their clothes at the well on the branch about twenty
yards from the house under an old and lovely elm tree. As Mr.
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Vick looked around he saw his wife fall by the side of her wash
tub, e ran and picked her body up in his strong arms and car-
riedd her into the house and gentlv laid her lifeless form on
their bed.

Two cowardly Indians had slipped up the ravine under cover
of the brush and trees that were in full foliage and murdered
that helpless woman. Mrx. Blewett, a widow who lived about a
haif mile south of the Vick home and just aver the hill, came
with her two small children and her washing tied up in a white
Led sheet to thix same well to wash her clothes. As she ap-
proached the Vick house on the high hill she saw a large bunch
of Indians on horseback about half a mile north driving off their
sinlen horses. She immediately ran with her children to a rail
fence nearby and hid in the corner of the fence fearing they would
see the white sheet. She covered the sheet with the skirt of her
dress until the Indians had gone on north and out of sight. She
then went en down to the Vick home and found the bloody form
of Mrs, Vick lving on the bhed with the infant baby by her side
and Mr. Vick sitting by them so benumbed by the tragedy that
he knew neot what to do.

The neighbors lanid Mrs, Vick to rest in the new cemetery just
north of town. Mrx, Blewett came to our house after the raid and
lived with us until her relatives came after her from Dallas
County.

I ean cadl to mind no one rifle shot that ever created more
sorrow and desolation than that one leaden messenger of death.
H took the life of that yvoung, brave and devoted mother, Tt left -
a4 small orphan baby to live without the love and the tender
touch of a mother's hand. 1t severed the ties that bound together
two voung hearts who with hope, faith and ambition had with
daring gone Wexst to thal pioneer section determined to succeed
and make good citizens and properly vear their family. Yes, the
fondest dreams of that yvoung and courageous couple were sud-
denly dashed to picces forever by that rifle shot from the hands
of a cowardly assaxsin,

We had a large stock of horses and ran most of them on the
open range on the Hickovies, and brother John and 1 with hired
hinds uxed to go over in the spring and summer and round up
i herd into the old Ltussell corral, catch two or three of them,
saddle them, and have all the sport that one can now see at a
rodeo. After pitching until tired, we would ride on home and
Hreak them gentle and zell them to citizens who might need them
to ride wnd work.

That was traly one of the most heautifal sections in the world,
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Wild flowers of every hue and color completely covering the earth
for miles and miles was a sight never to be seen again. In the
summer and fall of the year the sage grass would grow in the
fertile valleys and draws so tall and dense that one on horseback
could not be seen riding through it. Decatur being located on the
highest hill within seventy-five or eighty miles, 1,146 feet above
sea level, in the early spring after a good rain the settlers would
designate a certain night to burn off this old dry grass so the
stock could have young tender grass for grazing. From that high
hill at night when the grass was burning, I have seen a con-
tinuous circle of prairie fires entirely surrounding the town—in
some places two, three and four circles, some close and others
more distant. The flames, if the wind was very high, would leap
into the air from fifty to one hundred feet high and sweep over
the range almost as fast as a horse could run. A sight more
beautiful, more enchanting, and more thrilling than any modern
fire works display that has ever been manufactured by the genius
of man,

After we moved to Decatur, on moonlight nights the Coman-
ches made their raids so they could see to gather and drive their
horses when the settlers were asleep. We would often fort up in
two houses in the town, and the men with guns and rifles would
stand guard and protect the women and children. One house was
a large log house on the northeast corner of the square owned
first by Major Horton and later by Captain A. H. Shoeemaker, and
the other a large weatherboarded house, plastered inside, owned
* by Absalom Bishop and located on the northwest corner of the
square.

One night while we were forted up in these two houses, the
Indians slipped into town, broke a lock and chain around our
stable door and stole Coburg and Ribbon, two fine Canadian
horses, that we owned. The stable stood not more than thirty
yards from the east side of the public square within seventy-five
feet of our home.

The early pioneers of Wise and adjoining counties who re-
mained and whipped the savages back and withstood all the
hardships and privations of frontierlife were men and women of
the very highest type of courage and bravery. Many, many came
and settled but when the Indians began their cruel depreda-
tions, stealing horses and killing defenseless men, women, and
children, not being accustomed to such hardships and depriva-
tions of the usual pleasures and necessities of life, returned te
their old homes and locations where they and their families would
be absolutely safe and could at least receive a far greater amount
of pleasure and the comforts of life—where the educational

74

Wise County Pioneers.



The Terrells T 85 Years Texas, from Indians to Atomic Bomb

facilities for their children were far better. None but those who
had faith and ambition, none but the brave in heart stayed and
pressed on and finally developed one of the choicest sections of
Texas, and by their daring, determination, and self-sacrifice made
it possibie for those who came later and those who now live there
to share and reap the benefits of their labor and toil. In fact, it
left the very finest, the choice citizens there who grew families
of the same fiber and qualities as their parents from which has
grown a people of great worth and possessing the finest virtues.
Not only the man of the family had to be resolute and brave
but his wife also had to have the same or a greater degree of
courage and determination than her husband.

I am confident that the courage of my mother was equal to if
not superior to that of my father because she never at any time
faltered or complained but stood by him and cared for and raised
ten children to manhood and womanhood, and “children aren'
like pigs—you know they cannot pay the rent.” At all times she
discharged her full duty to society, her neighbors, and her church.
I do not believe that;full praise and just credit has ever been
given or ever will bebLgi n to those noble hercic mothers who
stayed there, raised
not knowing when but always in fear of the Indians swooping
down on them and ki"in{g them and their children who were s0
often unprotected. I'm proud of the fact that my mother gal-
lantly remained, and | am convinced she was rewarded by Him
who watches the flight of the sparrow in permitting her to live
to the ripe old age of ininety years. To me, she was the greatest
heroine of them all, and I rejoice that during her last years she
was affectionately known and called by all who knew her as “the
Mother of Wise County."”

The Indians—chlefly the Kiowas and Comanches, depredated
8o often stealing horses, }ki!!ing citizens and scalping them, that
public sentiment became! very bitter against them. During the
days of Reconatruction, the State and Federal Governments for a
long time declined to protect the settlers. The Indians would
usually come into the settlements at night, hide in the brush on
some creek all day, locate the horses, and late in the evening rush
out and round them up and drive with all speed possible through
the night into usually Jack or Clay County before daybreak. They
often would drive out three or four hundred head of horses, 1f
not overtaken by the Minute Company and settlers, they would
soon have them in Indian Territory and be safe from all harm.

BRAVE CITIZENS AND THE MINUTE COMPANY

There were four men, pioneer citizens of Wise County, whose
names should go down in history as being the leading men. They,
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eif families under such trying hardships,

Ly their darinyg and courage did more to protect the early settlers
of the county from the ravages of the savage Comanches and
Kiowas than perhaps any other four men in Texas. They or.
sranized and belonged to a Minute Company, and later two of
thern served ax Captains of State Ranger Companies in the wes-
tern part of the State: Captain Ira Long and Captain George
W. Stevens. The other two were Henry and Tom Jennings.

This Minute Company with Captain George W. Stevens as Cap-
tain, was composed of ten or fifteen brave settlers who, when one
of them heard thut the Indians were making a raid in the county,
that member of the company would saddle his fastest horse and
ride as fast as he could as did Paul Bevere and notify each mem-
ber of the company where the Indians were and instruct them.to
meet together at once at a designated place on the trail of the
Indiznx, Ax soon as they pot together, they would follow them
and recapture their stolen horses and kill as many of the Indians
ix they could. These minute men were so brave, xo faithful to
this duty and trust, that soon the Indians feared them, and | am
sure greatly lessened their depredations. Their courage and
Lravery finally had much to do with the ceasing of the Indian
raids in that section of the state, Those early settlers were in
that way protected from the savages, and they, as well as those
who came after them and those who now enjoy the blessings and
privileges ax citizens of that section owe a debt of gratitude to
them that has never and can never be repaid. We should at least
erect & monument to their memory calling aitention to their
heroic deeds, of courage and valor,

STEVENS AND HOGG INDIAN FIGHT

On one oceasion the Indians made a raid and drove out about
two hundred head of horses. The Minute Company followed them
inte Jack County and on west where they were overtuken, There
were only nine of the company pursuing them: Captain Stevens,
John W. Hogg, a brother of Governor Hogg, Henrv and Tom
Jennings, Id R. Stevens, John Gose, Jim McCord, Dave Manning
and Arch Watson. | have often heard Captain Stevens and John
Hogg tell of their experience, They saw three Indians ride
through the edpe of an open vallev and into the timber. They
immediately charpged them. and as they approached the timber,
perhaps one hundred Indinns o horseback charyged them shooting
with guns and arrows and velling. They saw they were ambushed
and decided to fall back te a ravine they had just crossed. It wag
about four feet deep with no timber on it, They got their horses in
it but the Indians continued the charge. The nine brave settlers
whipped them back. The Indiuns retreated and rode up on a hill
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about & mile away and blew a bugle. From the timber came per-
haps one hundred more Indians and they at once made another
charge and were again beaten back with several Indians killed.
One of the killed evidently was their Chief. They then retreated
with their dead, and the settlers took advantage of this and de-
cided to try to escape by: running down the ravine on foot down
into the timber. One of them had a race mare he thought a great
deal of and wanted to'ride her out but the other men said no they
will see you and immediately charge us. He first said he was
going to ride her anyway, but they then told him if he did they
would shoot and kill i\ia horse, so this deteirred him and he went
on foot with the other eight. Before they got into the timber they
heard the same bugle blast. They rushed on as fast as they could
run and when perhaps two miles away, they heard the Indians
make another attack, -

They ran on toward J acksboro and finally arrived in the settle-
ment with their clothes torn to ghreds, their boots nearly worn
out, and some of them Wwere practically barefooted, The settlera
fed them, gave them clothes to wear and carried them back to
Decatur and their homes. Captain Stevens was the only one
wounded. He received a shot through his hand and a glance shot.
in his side but neither was serious.

!‘ Capt. Gen. W. Stevens
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Captain Stevens later was appointed Captain of a State Ranger
Company to protect the citizens from Indian Raids and later was
clcctgd and served two terms as Sheriff of Wise County, and while
Sheriff assisted the Sheriff of Denton County in killing Arkansas
Jz_yhnson, one of Sam Dass’ men, in a running fight with him and
his posse in the southwestern part of Wise County. Captain Ste-
vens was one of Texas' greatest and most daring Indian fighters,

a:.ad Wise County should erect a monument to his memory for
his gallant service.

John W, Hogg

John Hogg was aiso rewarded as Deputy Sheriff by Sheriff
Captain Stevens. lle was elecled and served as sheriff for two
terms, and later an was County Clerk. He was appointed Post
Master at Decatur by President Grover Cleveland. In all of these
positions he servedt with distinction and credit to his name.

KILLING OF THE RUSSELL FAMILY

During those trying days for those brave pioneers the Russell
family of five were killed by the Indians near Chico in Wise
County. Mr. Russell and his oldest son had gone to mil} with their
corn and wheat, and the Indians attacked their home in their
absence. The mother, a davghter sixteen years of age, a son four-
teen, and two smalier children were at home. A muzzi~-loading
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